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Begislative HEssembly,
Tuesday, 2nd November, 1926.

Billa: Legal! Practitloners Act Ameodment, 1R. ... 1810
Special Leass (Esperance Pine rlaumtion), 8B.... 1810
Industries Asslstance Act Continuance, S8, ... 1810
City of Perth Act Amendment, 2i,, Com. B,eport 1810
Wire and Wire Netting, Com. ... - 1810

Annuosal Estimates: Department of Mines ... 1814

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Mr. Davy and read a first
time.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
« 1, Special Lesse (Esperance Pine Planta-
tion).
2, Industries Assistance Aet Conting-

anee.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 25th October.

HON. 6. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[4.36]: I have no desire to delay the
second reading of the Bill. I have looked
through the original Aet and I find that
the Bill merelv seeks to make doubly sure
that the Perth City Council shall have the
anthority and power we thought we had
provided when we passed the original Aect.
T support the second reading of the Bill.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [437]: I
shall not delay the second reading of the
Bill, bot desire to draw attention to one
matter, mercly from the standpoint of in-
terest. I would like to confess that the
- necessity for this amendn.ent has proved the
truth of words ultered to me by an eminent
legal practitiorer when he said that nothing
could humble a man’s opinion of himself so
much as the drafting of an Aet of Parlia-
ment. The Honse thousht, and certainly
i tboaght, too, that when we passed the
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Act last year we eovered every contingeney
that was likely to arise. No sooner had the
measure been placed upon the statute-book
and a commencement was made to give
practical effect to the legislation, than it
was discovered that a eertain aspect had
been overlooked. Hence the necessity for
the emending legislation in order to give
gflect to the true intention of Parliament.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—WIRE AND WIRE NETTING.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed fo.
Clause 2—Interpretation:
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move

an amendment—
That after the interpretation of ‘‘Minister®’

the words ‘‘ ‘Mortgage’ includes a statutory
charge,’” be inserted.

Mr. ANGELO: Why
omitted references to the freehold
settler?

The Minister for Lands: 1 have another
amendment that will cover that point.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 3—Authorisation of expenditure:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I pre-
sume the expenditure refers to money that
the Commonwealth Government propose to
advance to the State ard that the moncy
yill bave to be handled by the Lands
Department. If it were State money, the
Agrieultural Bank would do the whole of
the work. I understand that the Federa!
Government insisted upon the Lands De-
partment attending to the busdiness, and
therefore this means setling up additional
work that is a variation from the selling
pf land, which is the chief task of the
Lands Department. In the cirenmstances I
presume it conld not be 2arried ont other-
wise. This will enable farmers to secure
netting supplies a little cheaper than would

has the Minister
of a
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ptherwise be possible. It will probably repre-
sent a saving of about one per cent. for the
farmers. The necessity for sinking fund
and other charges will bring the cost to the
settler a littte higher than we would like.
However, the present arrangement is much
better than the carlier scheme, when the
Federal Government first advanced money
for similar purposes. Under the then ex-
isting arrangements a fewer number of
settlers were able to secure wire netting free
of interest. Now all will get a slight ad-
vantage under the Federal grant. The ex-
penditure of this money will henefit the
Federal Treasury as well as the State Trea-
sury because of the increased number of
sheep that will be kept. It will save us
the pecessity for finding £606,945, which is
something. I wonder if the Federal Gov-
ernment are likely to give effect to the re-
commendation of the Disabilities Commis-
sion. I know that the matter does not ecome
under this Bill, but we ought t¢ discuss it
before the session closes. I hope we shall
be able to induee them to give effect to the
Commission’s recommendation and grant us
straight out the £450,000 until we are given
control of our Customs.

The Premier: The Federal Government
declined to accept the Commission’s recom-
mendation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bat we
should discuss the matter.

The Minister for Lands: What is the use
of our dealing with a matter that the Fed-
eral Government bave refused to aceept?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1t is
right that we should diseuss it. The Gov-
ernment should bring the matter forward,
so that members may disenss it. We should
ask that the recommendations of the (Com-
mission, which in a measure assessed our
disabilities, be given effect to. We can
acknowledge some assistance wunder this
measure, and I hope the expenditure of this
large sum of money will result in much
good to the State. We shonld be pleased
at finding the Federal Government so
friendly to the State.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Tke
FPederal Government have done nothing as
yet. The money so far provided for wire
netting has been found by the State ani
there is nothing in the clanse dealing witlh
the Commonwealth. Tf the other States ae-
cept the Commonwealth yiroposals and they
are endorsed by the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, we hope to be able to avail ourselves
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of the grant for wire netting. A draft
agreement has been signed by the Pre-
mier of this State, but the latest infor-
mation is that three other States so tar have
refused to cowme inte line.  The Federal
Government desired that they be given fur-
ther time {o consider the matter. Conse-
quently we have made provision to utilise
the Federal money if it should become avail-
able.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: Yon would not
have; the Bill here but for that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On the
other band, we would have heen compelled
to introduce such n measure. [ spent
90,000 without anthority in order to pro-
vide wire netting. The farmers were crying
out for it, and a large area of land would
not have been eropped if the farmers bad
not been able to obtain netting. We consid-
ered that it would be in the best interests of
the State to purchase netting and the Treas-
urer agreed to an order being given for
2,000 miles. Still, we are hoping fo reach
an agreement with the Commonwealth for
this amount, and we hope the Common-
wealth agreement will be made retrospective
to cover our purchase s¢ that the farmers
will get the advantage. 1f the agreement
1s made retrospective, it will not make any
difference to the State.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: You will get it at a
cheaper rate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
be 7 per cent. instead of £8 1s. 2d. per cent.
The Agricultural Bank trustees could not
supply netting under their Act at the rate
at which we are supplying it. Consequently,
when the Federal Government supplied a
certain quantity of netting free of interesi,
we had to provide officers to deal with it
and so no extra staff will be involved now.
We hope the draft agreement will be ap-
proved by the other States and by the Com-
monwealth Parliament, and that the grant
will be provided. Otherwise there is power
for the State to provide the money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose 1 ought to have apologised for having
Juentioned the maiter.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is as well to
make it clear that the Comimonwealth have
not done everything.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If this
money were not to come from the Commeon-
wealth, it is unthinkable that the amount
would be fixed in the Bill at £606,945.
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The Minister for Lands: We are hoping
to get it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
why the Bill is before us.

AMr. Thowmson: The Federal Government
bave shown their bona fides by making the
offer.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We want
the money and, because of that, we are deal-
ing with this measure. I applaud the Fed-
eral Government for what they have done.
I think it would have been better had they
stuck to their job and left ws to do our
job, but sinee it has become the customn for
the Commonwenlth to do these things, we
should avail ourselves of the opportunity.

The Minister of Lands: I do not mind the
custom =0 long as we gain by it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister reminds me of the man who was dis-
cussing hetting, and whe said it was all
right when he won.

The CHAIRMAN: There is
about betting in this Bill.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, but
it is a bit of a gamble, and 1 thought the
Minister would appreciate the illustration.
All T desire is that we should acknowledge
that the money is coming trom the Com-
monwealth., We, on the other hand,
do quite a lot for the Common-
wvealth. The wire netting, 1 suppose, is
made in Ausiralia, which is a decided ad-
vantage to the Commonwealth. If the
truth were known, that is probably the rea-
son why the grant was offered—to make
work for Anstralian factories. I hope the
Australian netting will not eost meore than
the imported.

The Minister for Laods: T hope the next
Iot will be made in Western Australia.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I doukt
whether it will be made here, The wire will
probably be brought here and simple ma-
chines will then convert it into netting, but
very few people arve likely to find employ-
ment. T am glad that we are going to help
farmers to this extent by reason of the
Commonwealth assistance.

Mr. E. B. TOHNSTON: The first grant
by the Commonwealth Government was free
of intevest, and it is a pity they did not
continue to provide netting on the same
‘condition. As it is, we have a privileged
class who got in early and secured netting
under the widely-advertised Commonwealth
scheme free of interest. Some of them ob-
tained it for 15 vears and some for 30 years,

nothing
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and all they bave to do is to repay the
principal during the period. South Austra-
lia did not enter the scheme, and the Min-
ister for lands was successful in obtaining
from the Commonwealth a large proportion
of the amount free of interest that was set
aside for South Anstralia. To that extent
South Australia lost and we gained. Then
there was delay in renewing supplies, and
the State Government did the right thing by
purchasing 2,000 miles of netting for the
time being. We are now really ratifying
the Government’s action, but if the Com-
monwealth renew their advances under the
new scheme, ihe settlers will be charged 7
per cent. per annum, which will cover the
principal and interest, If the Common-
wealth agreement with the States is not
ratified, the settlers will have to pay £8 1s.
2d. per cent. 1o cover prinicpal and interest.

The Minister for Lands: That is ‘at the
preseni cost of money.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes. In either
case, it will be a good thing for the State.
Even now I hope the Commonwealth will
revert to the original scheme, because it is
wrong to supply a large number of settlers
pnder one set of conditions and, when the
elections are over, to impose conditions more
severe by charging inferest as well as prin-
cipal.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: T should like to
know whether this is a gambling measure or
not. Are we to understand that the Min-
ister for Lands has anticipated this measure
to the extent of purchasing £90,000 worth
of netting and in expectation of a Federal
grant being received in due course? In the
event of the Commonwealth Parliament not
endorsing the Federal Government's pro-
posal, are we to understand that the State
has made arrangements by which the
£606,945 will be available to settlers, or will
the State merely distribute the £90,000
worth of netting and do nothing more?
The Leader of the Opposition would bave us
believe that the Bill has been introduced,
not with a desire to supply the urgent needs
of the settlers, but to take advantage of a
Federal proposal.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Is it introdunced
in the interests of the settler, or is it a
gambling propositien, introduced in the hope
that the Federal Government will endorse
the action of Cabinet, and ultimately sup-
plv Western Australia with £669,000, of
which £90,000 has already heen spent in
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anticipation of approvel? 1 do not want
the farmers to be ‘misled. It is a dangerons
time at which to begin drawing a ved her-
ring aeross the trail. We are too near the
clections to allow anything to be said here
that will cause a misunderstanding in the
minds of the eleetnrs,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Imme-
diately the Bill passes I shall approach the
Treasurer for permission te order a further
supply of wire netting. If the Common-
wealth Parliament approve of the agreement
that has been sent to us, we shall by means
of this Bill be able to make the necessary
arrangements without waiting a forther 12
months for ratification.

Mr. Thomson: The Federal Government
submitted the agreement to the State Gov-
ernment for signature?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Last year we spent the money without auth-
ority because of the urgency of the matter.
Now, at the first opportunity we ask Parlia-
ment for the necessary authority to do this.
We thought it advisable to include the Com-
monwealth mrrangement so that we may be
fixed up when the Commonweslth Parlia-
ment, pass the Act authorising the money to
be spent, New Seuth Wales, South Austra-
lia, and Tasmania have not fallen into line
in this matter. We thought it better, instead
of wasting 12 months, to get the authority
now to come in under the scheme, and ob-
tain the money at a low rate of interest. In
the meantime we will go ahead with forther
supplies of netting.

Mr. THOMSON: T do not regard this as
a gamble. The Federal Government have
made an offer to the State, and that offer
has been accepted. There can be no doubt
that they did this with a desire to assist our
farmers. The expenditure of £90.000 hy
the Minister for Lands on wire netting was
wise. T see nn attempt to mislead the
farmers. The Bill merely enables the Fed-
eral scheme to he ratified in advanee, I com-
mend the Minister for bringing down the
Bill.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 4—agreed to.

Clanzse 5—Payment of costs:

The MINITSTER FOR LANDS: ¥ move
an amendment—

That in Subelause 1 the following words be
added :—'“and other Iand improved by the use
of snch fencing wire and wire netting.’’
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This refers to }and held under freehold as
well as under mortgage.

Mr. AXGELQ: Has the Minister had the
assurance of the Crown Law Department
that this will cover freehold? The inter-
pretation of “settler’ does not inelude free-
holds, Tt is very necessary that these should
be included as well as leaseholds.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
amendment has been drafted by the Crown
Law Department to overcome the diffienlty.

Mr. Thomson: Has the Minister provided
for cnses where a wire netting fence may
come between the properties of two different
owners?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
applies to the settler who requires wire net-
ting. The Bill does not say how or where
netting is to be erected, but the matter re-
ferred to by the hon. member is generally
looked into most carefully by the depart-
ment.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move
an amendment—

That in Subelause 3, after the word ‘‘hold-
ing,’’ in line 1, there be inserted the wordas
‘for other land as aforesaid.’’

The Crown Law Department drafted this
amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed io.

Clanse fi-——Commonwealth loans:

Mr, LINDSAY: Will the Minister explain
the system of repayment? Will the settler
be enabled to repay the eapital cost of the
netting hefore the expiration of the period
of the loan?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
settler will he able to repay the advance at
any time he chooses, but in doing so con-
sideration must be had to the Commonwealth
sinking fund of 2 per cent. The State is
responsible for the money, and any person
mho is repaying the eapital before the due
time will he called upon to repay such
amount as will safeguard the State from
loss.

Mr. LINDSAY : If the settler is prepared
to paw off the capital within 10 years, surely
he will not be penalised in any way as the
result of such repayment?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Commonwealth are not giving the money;
they are merely lending it at a low rate of
interest. If a person pays back the capital
in 12%% years, he will ordinarily bave paid
only 1214 vears of sinking fund at 2 per
cent. If the repayment stopped st that he
would not have paid back the full liability.
The farmer will only pay what he is justly
entitled to pay.

Mr. THOMSON: The point raised by the
member for Toodyay is well worth consider-
ing. Suppose wire netting costs £46 10s, per
mile and ‘the settler's cireumstances now
compe] him to take advantage of the ex-
tended terms, and then sunppose that at the
end of five years he finds himself in a posi-
tion to discharge the whole of his remaining
liability; surely then he should pay only the
capital cost as represented by sinking fund
less the amount paid during the five years. If
that is not so, I have misunderstood the Min-
ister.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A man
buying £100 worth of wire netting would in
the eourse of 25 years pay £50 in the form
of sinking fund, and the interest on the sink-
ing fund would make up the difference. If
he continues his payments for only 12V
years, he cannot expect to be allowed a full
half off, beeanse interest has not accumu-
lated during the remainder of the term on
the half which has been paid. This is one of
the difficulties onr officers had to centend
with when negotiating {he agreement. They
have never yet been able to arrive at a per-
fectly satisfactory arrangement with the
Commonwealth in this respeet. The State
does not receive the sinking fund, which
must be paid to the Commonwesalth, If the
State retained the sinking fund, our officers
could immediately ascertain, by reference fo
their books, what the amount of sinking
fund paid, plus acerued interest, totalled.
The Commonweslth is to invest the sinking
fund, and we do not know at what rate it
will be invested.

Mr. THOMSON: T am glad to know that
the settler, if in a position to discharge his
liability, is to be permitted to do so.

Clanse put and passed.
Clanse 7—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from the 28th Oectober; Mr.
Angelo in the Chair.

Degpartment of Mines (Hon. I. F. Troy,
Minister),

Vote—lings, £78,059:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. M.
T, Troy—Mt, Magnet) [5.23]: I would like
to be able to speak as optimistically of the
mining industry as the Minister for Lands
recently spoke regarding the progress of
the agricultural indostry and the activities
of his department, but unhappily the mining
industry to-day is not by any means as pros-
perous as are the sister industry of agrienl-
ture and other primary industries of West-
ern Australia. It would be a mistake, how-
ever, to say that mining is notf still one of
the most important industries of the State,
or to deny that there are great possibilities
for the industry. In fact, without a mining
industry any vation would be poor, because
the progress of all other industries depends
apon production irom the mines. No other
industry could be carried on in this or any
other country umless there were mined from
the bowels of the earth the minerals and
metal which assist in produetion, and with-
out which production under present con-
ditions is not possible. Indeed, I will go
farther and say that civilisation is not pos-
sible without a mining industry. Tt is
remarkable thaf all the most advanced peo-
ples of the world live in countries possessing
great mineral deposits or else  have
been able to exploit the mineral de-
posits of other lands. Agriculture de-
+pends on mining for its implements
and its manunres. Lime, superphosphate,
gypsum and other fertilisers tend to
increase prodnction. Fleetrieity, which plays
An important part in modern ¢commereial and
jndustrial life, depends on two produets
of the mines for its chief sourees—copper
and lead. Iron and steel are used for the
manufacture of implements and in pro-

viding the means ‘of transport. I
need not siress these facets furth=
than to say that without a mining

industry the fuiure of Western Aus-
tralia could not be as important as it will be
when all the industries of this land are
utilised. Happily, Western Australi;
abounds in minerals, and, therefore, since the
progress of other industries depends largely
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upon mining, this country’s future ought to
be assured, and in years to come it should
carry & great population, particularly when
ail its minerals are mannfactured into those
things which make for the happiness and
progress of a civilised community. We have
been most concerned shout gold mining, he-
cause that is the industry which up to date
has been of most importance so far as West-
ern Australian metals and minerals are con-
cerned, and because it is the industry which
started this State on the prosperous era we
are now enjoying. The total produetion of
Wiestern Australia in the form of miinerals
amounts in valne, up to the 30th Septem-
ber last, to no less a sum than £166,220,000.
Of that amount, gold represents £155,500,-
000. The production of gold for the year
1925 amounted to £1,874,320. The produc-
tion to the 30th September of this year
amounst to £1,370,250. There has, unhap-
pily, been a falling-off of about half a mil-
lion sterling for the first nine months of
1928. It is too much to hope that the last
quarter will entirely repair that falling-off,
but still T hope that when the present year's
total is reached it will not be far short of
the value won from our gold mines during
1925, TFor the year ended on the 31st De-
cember last, the number of men employed in
gold mining, including alluvial diggers—of
whom there were 139—totalled 5,009, as
against 5,296 for the year 1924. Despite the
falling-away of the industry I do not con-
sider the position to be irreparable, becanse
the day will come when there will be a
greater number of men employed in gold
mining and in the base metal industry, and
so mining would again take its place as per-
haps Western Australia’s most important
industry. This eountry continues to be the
premier gold producer of Anstralasia,
including New Zealand and Papua, our con-
tribution to the total produetion of gold be-
ing no less than 65 per eent.

Mr. Marshall: Yet attempts are being
jmade to shift the Mint over to Melbonrne.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do
not think I onght to labour here the condi-
tions which operate to the disadvantage of
our mining industry. I will refer to only
one, the Federal tariff, which undoubtedlv
has been a distinet disadvantage, for the duty
imposed upon mining machinery, strange to
say, is the highest dnty imposed on any ma-
chinery imported into Australia. It varies
from 40 to 45 per cent., whereas agrieul-
tural machinery is penalised only to the ex-
tent of 27 per cent.

f6s]
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Mr. Thomson: More than that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Some,
but the greater proportion of agricultural
machinery carries a duty of 27 per cent.
1 repeat, it is a remarkable thing that the
machinery utilised in mining has been
singled out for exeeptionally bad treatment
by the Federal Parliament. In my opinion,
this is largely due to the fact that gold min-
ing has no representation worth speaking
of in the Commonwealth legislature. I am
not disregarding the inflvence of Mr. A. E.
(reen, who represents Kalgoorlie in the
House of Representatives; but apart from

that gentleman it is doubtful whether
there is a true representative of gold
mining in the Federal Parliament to-
day. Naturally, the want of represen-
tation  operates to the disadvantage
of the industry, Next te gold, the
principal mineral produet of Western

Aupstralia is coal, which has been produced
to the value of £4,824,000. Of copper the
State bas produced £1,805,000, of tin
£1,543,000, of lead £1.577,000, of silver
£6,118,000 and of asbestos £41,000, The
pyritic ores, ironstone, tantalite, limestone
and arsenteal ores, are the nest most
important mineral products. Other min-
erals found in the State inelude mica, zine,
sheelite and a number of varieties.  The
development of our base metals, of which
there are large quantifies, depends on the
population and on the home market. A
great deal of interest iy heing taken in our
base metals just now. The State also pos-
sesses valuable deposits of clays suitable
for pottery ware, and glass sands of the
highest quality. Also there are vast de-
posits of gypsum, from whiech plaster of
Paris is made, and T am glad to say this
industry is growing.

Mr. Thomson: The plaster of Paris pro-
dnced here is equal to any in the world.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And,
bappily, we have immense deposits for
the manufacture of the material. Our
gold-mining industry is probably in
its worst condition in the Kalgoorlie
distriet, which up to date has been
the centre of the industrv in Western Aus-
tralian. There will have to be a marked
alteration in existing conditions there be-
fore the position can be repaired. Tn the
past, on the Golden Mile a short-sighted
policy has been pursued. resulting in the
payment of dividends at the expense of de-
velopment. The time has arrived when de-



1816

velopment must be eacried on, Also con-
siderable alterafion will have to be made in
the treatment procvess betore the Kalgoorlie
puines can be re-established. The Gov-
crnmenit  are now  contemplating  the
kest means, with the co-operation of
the mine owners, to bring about an
improved condition in Kalgoorlie. A
little time ago a committee was appointed
{6 go into the question of supplying cheaper
power to the mines on the Goiden Mile.
That committee consisted of Mr. Montgom-
ery, the State Mining Engineer, Mr. Howe,
the Superintendent of State Balteries, and
Mr. Taylor, representing the Electricity
Department. Their report has been pub-
lished, so members are already aware of its
nature. The Premier has intimated thaf if
the mining companies are prepared to do
their part the Government, by the expendi-
ture of a large sum of money, will
provide facilities for the reconstruection of
the power plants on the mines.  Another
matter to which the Government are giving
consideration is the new oil flotation pro-
cess, It is in sucesssful operation at
Broken Hill, but under conditions vastly
different from those in Kalgoorlie; for in
Broken Hill it is associated with base metal
treatment. In Kalgoorlie the officers of the
School of Mines have been carrying on ex-
periments with this process for a number
of years. It has proved very successful in
the laboratory, but it has not yet been ap-
plied on a large scale, except in a
minor degree at the Oroya Links mine,
where it bas been successful The
Governmen{ contemplate the advisability
of assisting in the erection of an oil
fotation plant on a large seale, so that it
juay be run  in  eonjunction with an
existing plant under the present (treat-
ment conditions, conditionally on the
costs against each system being pro-
perly checked. IF this be dome, then as
the result of a 12-months’ trial we ought to
be able to determine whether the oil flotation
process is cheaper than the present process,
and whether it can be generally applied
throughout the industry. Earlier this year
I sent one of the experimentalists who have
been working on this process to Broken
Hill, where he was able to seeure a fund
of valuable information, One of the com-
panies on the Golden Mile has applied for
* assistance in the erection of an oil flotation
plant, The company agrees to pay all tech-
nical costz, to run the plant in conjunction
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with its existing plant, to keep a ¢heck o
the whole of the costs and the resulis and
if the process prove suecessful, to take ove
the plani from the Govermment at the cosl
of its establishment. When in the Eastern
States [ saw the secretary of the Common-
wealth Bureau of Seience and lndustry, and
L put it np to him that the Commonwealth
Government might well interest themselves
in this proposition. Later on I tried to see
Mr. Julivs, but unfortunately we missed
one another in Hyduney. When Mr, Julius
came over to attend the Science Congress
we discussed the matter, He met the ex-
pervimentalists in Kalgoorlie, and I believe he
is sufficiently interested in the process to do
something in the matter if the oceasion
arises, The oceasion may avise when
the Technical Committee, now inquiring into
the mining industry of Western Australia,
report to the Commonwesalth Government.
There has been provided on the Treasurer’s
Estimates, £169,524 to assist the mining in-
dustry. That sum has been set apart from
the Commonwealth grant. I have had ap-
pointed a vommittee consisting of the Un-
der Secretary for Mines, the State Mining
Xngineer, the Superintendent of State Bat-
teries, and the Government Mineralogist to
consider how best that money may be ap-
plied. However, since then the Technical
Committee appointed under the Migration
and Development Commigsion have arrived
in Perth and had a discussion with me. Con-
sequently I have determined to hold over
the decisions of the State committee until
such time as the Commonwealih committee
report to the Commonwealth Government.
1 was surprised to learn from the Technical
Committee that they are not here to inquire
into the mining industry of Western Aus-
tralia generally, but merely to investigate
the conditions on the Golden Mile. They
hope to report within a month, for six weeks
is the total period they have heen given. [
helieve they have arrived at certain conelu-
sions and agreed upon cerfain recommenda-
tions. Therefore, it would be useless for the
State Government to bezin spending money
on schemes that might not 6t in with any
scheme of reorganisation contemplated and
recommended by the Technical Committee.
So I have decided that the matter shall stand
over until that committee reports. 1 have
agreed that in any scheme of reconstruetion
there must he co-ordination bhetween the
activitics of the State and the aetivities of
the Commonwenlth Government., Also, it is
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of uo use the State Government and the Com-
monwealth Government expending money
in the recomsiruection of the indusiry unless
the directors of the mining companies do
their share as well. Sowme tune ago £25,000
was advaneed to the Horseshoe Company at
Kalgoorlie, That advance was made at the
request or the management, who proposed
to earry out a three-vear plan of develop-
ment, Yet within three or fonr months the
management was on  the doorstep again,
asking for an additional £25,000. That
second advance was made on the recommen-
dation of the State Mining Engineer, who
enterinins a high opinion of the Horseshoe
property. But it was made conditionally on
the company raising £150,000, refunding
to the Government the amount received from
the Government, and expending the balance
of £100,000 in such developmental work as
was considered nccessary by the State Min-
ing Fngineer in order to make of the mine
# more permanent proposition. Although
the company gave their word to raise
that money, it was never raised. The
Government are powerless fo do anything
unless the mine owners do their share also.
1 regret that in past vears the mining eom-
panies did not put aside at least one million
pounds for development work so as to secure
thetr reserves and make provision for a
rainy day. Possibly it was not the fault of
the managements that it was not done, for
after all the managers are only the ser-
vants of the directors in the Old Country.
The present position of the gold mining in-
dustry stands to the discredit of those re-
sponsible for the omission to provide for
development work. The present Government
have spent considerable money in assisting
the mining industry. From 1916 to 1922,
under the Mines Development Act there was
expended £121,250. During the regime of
the present Government the following
amounts have been expended:—In 1922-23,
£62,457. For 1023-24 the amount was
£78.748.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The amount
spent in 1922-23 was spent by uvs.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
so. That was spent hy the previons Govern-
ment. Tn 1824.25 we expended £83,000, and
in 1925-26 we have spent £30,843.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You mean the
whole of 1925-26 and right up to date.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell : That means 15
mouths.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In three
Years the present Goverhment have spent in
assistance to miving £305,859,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then you have
ziven us the wrong tigures in detail,

Hon, W. D, Johnson: Lither the detail
given is wrong, or the total is wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This, of
course, includes the guaranteed overdrafts
made by the Government to assist mining.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: What is the
total?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The total
is £303,000. That is the assistance given by
the present Government to the mininy in-
dustey in Western Australia, since the Gov-
ernment came into office.  That, however, is
not all the assistance it has given. A eon-
siderable amount has been spent in the re-
pairing of State batteries, and that expendi-
ture represents more than double the amount
spent by our predecessors dunring the six
years that they were in office.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: With anx re-
sult?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course
there has been a result, For instance, the
£50,000 spent in vendering assistance to the
Golden Horseshoe lhas had results; it en-
abled the production of a great quantity of
gold and kept 450 men emploved.

Hon, G. Taylor: For 12 months,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Had it
not heen for that assistance a considerable
amonnt of gold that was won would have
been lost fo the State production this year.

Mr. Lutey: And the expenditure was the
means of disclosing really a new mine.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We ex-
pended in the repairs to State batteries
during the year £1,806. The total expendi-
jture on the development of mining sinee the
passing of the Mines Development Act in
1902 to the 13th Oectober last was £634,713.
The present Government have spent half
that total. These figures do not include the
asgistance given to State hatteries, they refer
to mining development and the provision of
water supplies.

Hon, . Taylor: You are still giving
assistance for water®

The MINISTER FQOR MINES: Yes.
Since January, 1924, the last half of the
financial year in which the present Govern-
ment took office, there has been spent in
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advances to equip mines with machinery, a
total of £33,663. The subsidies granted on
ptone crushed for the public smounted to
£4,900. In providing meams of transport
gnd the equipment of prospectors, the sum
espended was £15245, and on rebates
on water supplies at Southern Cross and
eastwards the amount spent was £105,415.
There we have a grand total of £174,813,
During the present year regulations deal-
ing with the purchase of tailings have been
amended by a reduetion of the charge by
2s. 6d. per ton. The reduction will be of
great assistance to the prospectors. The
charges for crushing at Marble Bar and
Bamboo Creek, which were 12s. per ton,
have been reduced to 10s. Gd. per ton, which
is the rate that obtains at other batteries.
1 cannot see why a man who is following
the occupation of mining in the north.
ern part of ihe State, and who has to put
up with al] manner of disadvantages, should
have to pay higher rates than prospectors
in other parts of Western Australia. A
number of batteries have been completely
reconditioned and are now as good as new.
All the other plants are in good working
order. Cartage subsidies have been agreed
upon at 1s. per ton per mile after five
miles and up to 30 miles. This will mean
a benefit to prospectors fo the extent of
£3,600. The Government have also insti-
tuted a system of diamond drilling. Three
drills are now operating, one at the Golden
Mile, one on the Murchison, and a Calyx
drill is boring for eoal mot far from Ger-
aldton near where the Gregory Bros. discov-
ered coal some years ago. The Government
Geologist is of opinion that coal will yet
bhe found there.

Mr. Sampson: Have you had any sunccess
at Yalgoo?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No de-
finite success, Neither has there heen any
definite success at Kalgoorlie, although =
big lode has been cut on several oceasions.
It is proposed to continue boring operations
while the present Government remain in
office. The State batteries are of very great
advantage to the prospectors, and in my
opinion they form a solid basis to the min-
ing industry. Without the assistanee of
State batteries and the help given in con-
neetion with carting, as well as other sub-
sidies, mining in many cases would have to
be relegated to the background. No new
mines will be found unless we continue
to grant prospectors facilities for erushing.
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The State batteries have been responsib
for gold production to the extent of si
millions sterling. The whole of that sw
Jas been expended in Western Australi
Coal mining continues in the Collie distri
plthough there has not been an increased tor
aage during the year. The tendency of ewm
Jent transport is towards power alcohol an
grude oil, which must bave an effect upo
foal consumption. Still, it is a good thin
for the State that we possess the large di
posits of coal existing at Collie and othe
places which in the future will be of gres
value to the State and a substantial ass
in its development. The lead ore deposit
on the Northampton field are still bein
petively worked, and two new leases—th
Tarcoola Blocks and the Two Boys—may b
expeeted to increase their ountput in th
near future. For a number of years thi
industry bas been reasonably prosperout
The price of lead is good, and reports indi
eate that good prices will operate for som
time to come. The well known Surpris
Mine, I regret to say, has happened upon :
barren zonc and only a small quantity o
lead is now being mined. The barren zon
is a feature of the Northampton distriel
and it is possible that the department wil
in the near future undertake diamond drill
ing for the purposc of determining wheathe
the lead ore makes again at a greater depth

Mr. Stubbs: Is the State going 1o los
much over that mine?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, th
money has been advanced on the persona
seenrity of the owners of the mines, aw
therefore the State should not bhe eallec
upon to lose one eent. Some diamond drill
ing ought to be done there to determin
whether the deposits of lead ore coniinw
below the barren zone., If we disrover tha
the tode exists at a lower depth, it will
a very good thing for the field and for the
State. The department has given coasider
able help to the lead mining industry, anc
the field would have made more progres:
but for the diffienlty experienced in takin;
up the leases which are on private property
Many of the areas in the Northampton dis
trict were given te the owners on the Im.
perial grant system, the conditions being
that the mineral rights were conserved ¥
the holders of the areas. Had it not beer
for the Imperial grant, lead mining ir
Northampton wounld have made much greater
progress than it has aetually done, In re
spect of eopper I regret that the market i
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still very duil and that the present pros-
peets do not indieate anything in the nature
of a revival. A considerable guantity of
tin has been produced in Western Australia
and it is a pity that the output is no¢ greater
seeing that the price of tin is high and is
fikely to remain high for some years to
come. At Greenbushes a local company
was formed reeently for the purpose of
pgain exploiting that field. A shaft is
now being sunk on one of the old leases
which, in times past, wus highly payable.
The department ave rendering assistance to
the extent of paying £2 for every £1 ex-
pended by the company. Lt is hoped that
a lode will be opened up which will again
bring the Greenbushes field into prominence.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Will the department
continue to pay that £29

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
given our word, but the further appli-
cation the hon. member has in mind is now
under eonsideration. .\ number of dredg-
ing conecessions have heen granted at the
P’ilbara field. These eoncessions, however,
do nut interfe.e with existing rights of the
men now operating there. The concessions
have been given to work the deeper
ground. The people who have the conces-
sions arc bopeful of raising a sum of money
to exploit the leases; 1 hope they will be
suecessful. Tt will be a good thing for the
State if our tin production increases, be-
cause there is o great demand for that
product overseas. Asbestos is being mined
in the Pilbara field with the assistance of
the department. I may state in passing
that the asbestos produced there is of the
highest known standard in the world. My
one regret is that our deposits are not
greater, because there is a big demand for
this mineral, and it brings a very high price.
Regarding miea, a large number of leases
have been taken up at Yintharrie in the
Gaseoyne distriet for the purpose of min-
ing and cutting mica. Some fifty men are
employed, and there is a prospect of the
industry developing into a big asset. The
mica is of good qunality and finds a ready
and payable market. The manganese de-
posits in the Peak Hill district are on the
eve of a big development. The company
owning the deposit is now Luilding a railway
from Meekatharra to Horseshoe for the
purpose of exploiting the coneession. Tt
is to be hoped that no diffienlty will be ex-
perienced in finding a market for this pro-
duct, of which there are millions of tons
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available. 1 hope on the completion of the
railway active operations will be begun,
that the deposits will be worked on a large
scale, and that the effect will be to bring in-
creased wealth to Western Australia. Hon.
members have heard of the iron deposits at
Yampi Sound. 1 do not know that they
are, as 1 have heard it said, the greatest
in Australia, but there exist at that Sound
enormous deposits. Some years ago a con-
cession was given to Mr. (George Miles,
M.L.C,, who endeavoured to interest an
English eompany in these deposits. Un-
happily, he has oot been too suecessful up
to date. Of course that concession no longer
exists, and recently Hoskins & Company,
ironfonnders, of Syduey, New South Wales,
a firm well known not only in that State
but throughout the whole of Australia, sent
a representative to Western Auvstralia, with
the result that the company have taken up
the lease. I understand that Hoskins &
Company have acquired the whole of the
Queensland Government's interests at Cock-
atoo Island. I have not that information
from the Queensland Government, but from
the representative of the company.

Mr. Thomson: Is the company going in
for smelting in this State?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not the idea at the outset. They propose to
work the lease and, as evidence of their
bhona fides, Mr. Westeott, the representa-
tive of the firm, told me that the company
wera prepared to deposit £10,000 with the
Government. It will take some time before
the company can make the necessary ar-
rangements to work the deposits and to get
the ships that will be required. I believe
that, in seeuring the interest of this firm
in the Western Australian deposits, we will
have the advantage of a good company op-
erating here with distinet and beneficial
results to the GState. There is some
talk of a market being found for
the iron outside Australia. I am led to
believe that the iron deposits in Australla
are not very extensive, and that, in the in-
terests of the Commonwealth, it is desir-
able that our output shall not be allowed to
go outside Australia, but shall be nzed with-
in the borders of the Commonwealth.

Mr. Thomson: Are we getting a return
on a ryalty basis?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, we
will, but the agreement has not been fixed.
up yet.
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: A royalty was
fixed in the old lease.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, but
nothing was done under that lease.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is so, but
{ think some small amount was fixed as
royalty.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I believe
su, but I understand the Queensland Gov-
ernment have zold their lease to Mr. llos-
kins, The activities [ have mentioned dis-
closed the faet that, though the miniog in-
dustry has been in a depressed condition
ever sinee the war, the cloud has a silver
lining. It may be that the base metal in-
dustry may advance to sueh a degree that
it may repair to some extent the depression
in the gola mining industry. It will
be noticed that the greatest falling off
of wold production occurred in the Kal-
goorlie areas. [HHon. members know ihe
position there, and there is ne neees-
sity ftor me to enlarge wupon that
point. The closing down of the Golden
Horseshoe mine has had a considerable
effeet npon our gold production. 1 hope
thai the wine will be reopened in the near
future, and that the Glolden Horseshoe may
once more take its place as one of the
largest gzold-prodncing mines in the State.
The Golden Horseshoe has heen a mosl re-
markable mine, and the State Mining En
gineer considers it is still a remarkable mine.
It consists of a lease covering 27 acres, from
which has been produced 1,880,000 tons of
ore, that was milled for a value of nearly
3,000,000 ounces, showing a return of
£12,516,000. The State Mining Engineer
considers that, provided the mine is worked
properly in the future, there is still great
wealth to be won from the 27 acres I refer
fo. T wive those figures as an indieation of
the posgibility of mining within a small
arer, and also in the hope and expectation
that hon, members, realising such possibilities
will extend their support and sympathy when-
cver the mining industry is diseussed in this
Chamber. The prospects on the Murehison
guldfields have heen brighter during the past
year than for some years previously. Tt is
pleasine to relate that the returns from Beo-
gardie, Meekatharra, Cue, and many other
centres in the Murchison have been better
than for many years past.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is brighter now than
for many years past.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
that also applies to Wiluna. A consider-

{ASSEMBLY.]

able sumi of money was raised in Loadon
for 1he purpose of developing the lodes and
determining the values in anticipation of
the expenditure of a large sum of money in
the purchase of machinery, and in develop-
mental operations. 1 am glad that the de-
velopment at Wiluna is taking place in a
proper way, hecause first the value of the
lode is being determined, the character of
the lode, its length and dimensions, priox
to any Jarge plant being erccted. 1
am hopeful that the development that is
now taking place will 1esult in a large sum
of money being expended on the field, and
that great wealth will be won from the
Wiluna areas. Should that be so, we can
anticipate that the gold wmining industry
will come into its own again.

Hon, G. Taylor: The prospects look all
right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Gladsome and Sand Queen leases at Comet
Vale have becn taken over by Mr. Frank
Moss and a company has been formed to
exploit the leases, That work is now in hand.
It is hoped that this important group of
mines, which were closed down seven or
eight vears ago, will again be noted amongst
the gold producers. There have been a num-
ber of good erushings recently at the Boo-
gardie State battery. For instance, the
Birthday Gift mine erushed 13 tons for 247
ozs., P.A. 1124 ecrushed 28% tons for GR
ozs., and “Broken Bond” mine crushed 2334
tons for 104 ozs. At the Meekatharra bat-
tery, P.A. 1168 crushed 9 tong for 50 ozs.
At the Norseman baitery 36%% tons from
the Viking leases weve crushed for 190 ozs.
So far as the Wiluna hatterv is concerncd,
at Diorite the “Brilliant North” mine treated
100 tons for 256 ozs. over the plates, and
at Cnrboy's Find, Gauzelli and party treated
109 tons for 421 ozs.

Tlon. G. Taylor: Ts that in the East Mur-
chizon distriet?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.
At the Laverton battery, the XNil Desper-
andum mine treated 101 tons for 232 ozs,
and at the Kookynie battery 37 tons, drawn
from mines in the district, yielded 95 ozs.
At Glenelg Hills, a very promising discovery
has been made in one of the oldest goldfields
in the State. From the Glenelg Queen lease
a crushing averaged 74 ozs. over the plates.
A parcel of 1214 tons realised 91 ozs. 7
dwts.
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Mr Thomson: Let us hope the values will
live down,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope
50, too. I was rather struck with this par-
ticular show. I do not say I have never seen
a better show, but I was struek with its
consistency. When I picked over some ore
and panned it off, it gave the splendid re-
sult of aboutf 3ozs. to the ton. I would rather
see a rveturn on that basis tham an exira-
ordinarily rieh resunlt, beeanse such a return
suggests consistency in values and 1 hope
they will live down. At Westonia there has
been & revival in mining activity and a new
lode has been discovered on the Edna May
Consols lease, where a recent crushing went
1 oz. to the ton. In all probability this will
develop into a good mine and I am strength-
ened in my opinion because I know the
holders of thet lease. I am sure the pro-
perty is in good hands. 1 have already in-
dicated the large sums of money spent by
the Government in the assistance of the min-
ing industry. That does not represent all
that the Government have done to assist in
that direetion. In addition to what I have
already digelosed, the Government have
assumed liability under the Miners’ Phthisis
Act and that represents a still further con-
cession to the industry. On the establish-
ment of the Commonwealth lahoratory at
Kalgoorlie, the Miners' Phthisis Act was
proclaimed on the T7th September. The
original Act was passed by the Mitchell
(overnment. The present Government were
not safisfied with its provisions and we in-
troduced amending legislation that mow
applies to these miners, The legislation now
provides, amongst other things, that the
benefits conferred by the Aect shall be refro-
spective for three months. As a resnlt of
that provision, a1l the miners who were em-
ploved on the 7th June, 1925, were entitled
ta the henefits canferred upon the men under
the amending Act. That Aect also provided
that the obligation east upon the Govern-
ment of finding work for tuberenlar miners
should be eontinuous while they conld work,
and that provision should be mnade for
the tubercular miner when he conld no
longer work. Provision was also made for
the maintenance of the miner’s familv. The
cxamination of the miners on the goldfields
has heen eompleted and T ean give hon.
memhers the resnlt of the complete examina-
tinn. 'The tota! number of men examined
was 4.017, inelnding four at Weoroloo. The
examination disclosed that 140 of the men
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were sulfering from tuberculnsis, ineluding
four prospeclors, one mine mapager and
part owner of a mine, and four men at the
sapatorium who come under the provisions
of the Aet. The men at the sanatorinm were
examined by Dr. Mitchell and not by the
Commonwealth doctors. There was also one
other man who comes under the Third
Schedule of the Workers’ Compensation Aet,
‘The number of men suffering from miners’
phthisis is: in the early stages, 459; in
advanced stages, 183, Thus there ure 643
men suffering from the disease out of a
jotal of 4,017 men examined. These are ex-
clusive of the 140 wen suffering from tuber-
culpsis.

Mr. Thomson: Have those §42 men been
taken ont of the mines?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, they
represent the total who have been found
suffering from miners' phthisis in the early
gnd advanced stages. All the tubercular men
are being provided for under the seale of
compensation arranged by the Government
and it is operating satisfactorily.

Mr. Heron: Can you say how many men
have been found employment?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
only just received the final report to which
I have referred. Itiw the latest one to hand
and, of course, in some of the mines on the
Murchison no provision bas beer made, be-
¢ause the notices have not yet been posted.
Employment has been found for 23 men
@nd some are employed at Crawley. They
are being paid through the Miners' Com-
pensation Fund. The balance have been
femporarily employed. There are 8 number
who cannot be employed at all and, unfor-
tunately, 17 have died.

Hon. G. Taylor: Died sinee the examina-
tion?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Yes,

Ssince the examinafion began, Provision has

been made for their wives and families.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T was
dealing with the results of the examination
of the miners. Some criticism has bheen
directed against the Government by the
member for Mt. Margaret who quoted at
great length an article that appeared in
the Kalgoorlie “Sun” of the 31st January
last. T shall not quote from the article
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because pearly 12 wonths have elupsed since
phe article wus written, and all the doubts
he professes to have in his mind have been
cleared up in the wmeantime. He reviewed
the whole history of the agitalion on the
goldfields from the ume the article appeared
in the “Sun,” and to some of his remarks
exception cau be taken. The agitation was
not remarkuble; the agitation did not begin
in the “Sun” newspaper; it began in the
“Kalgoorlie siner.” ‘The one objeet of the
article was to stampede the miners by con-
veying to them other than the truth. There
is no doubt that ihe whole thing was politi-
eal propagunda and that those associated
with the propagunda against the Goveru-
ment did not desire to speak the truth re-
garding the Miners’ Phthisis Aet. If excep-
tion is taken to my remark 1 shall proceed
to prove it. The Miners’ Phthisis Aet wus
intrudueed by Mr. Scaddan when he was
Minister for Mines in the Mitchell Govern-
ment. 1t was ammended by the present Gov-
ernment because it was defective inasmuch
as it guve the miners very few advantages.
To put it plainly Mr. Scaddan’s Act merely
Jprovided to give a man a job in place of the
Jou the department had taken from him. It
provided that when the miners were exam-
ined, those suffering from tuberculosis were
debarred from working in the mines again,
and the Mines Department having debarred
them from working should find another job
for them.

Hon, Sir James Mifchell: That was the
respousibility.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: That was
the whole responsibility.

Hon. Sir James Mitshell: They had to
pay the men yntil work was found for them.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINEE: Uniil the
depariment found them a job the Govern-
ment had to pay them the full rate of wages.
DImunediately u job was found for a man, he
had to take it, provided the principal medi-
cal officer said the job was suitable for him.
If he did not take it, the payment eensed.
If he could not do the job the payment

ceased. If he lost his job tibe pay-
ment ceased, and no provision was
made for the man who could not
work, or for his wife or dependants. The

Leader of the Opposition knows the position
well, because when the amending Bill was
introduced by me in this House, he approved
of it and gave the measure his cordial sup-
port. Tt is not to be considered for n
moment that the Teader of the Opposition
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would approve of a Bill that was worse
thun the aAet thar preceded it. He wouud
net approve of amendumy u stalwte that

,wvould take away something already granted

to the men. When the measure reached the
Upper Honse, Mr. Dodd congratulated the
Government uin the swendment. Yet despite
the approval ot the Leader ol the Upposi-
tion and despite the congratulations of Mr.
Dodd, other members in the U pper House,
Mr, Cornell, My. Seddon, and Mr. Harris,
and later on in the Press Mr, Dodd attacked
the Governineat, alleging that they had taken

away from the miners benefits provided
under Mr. Scaddan’s measure. I have
Jieard of political propaganda in the

past, but 1 do mnot think there has
been anything so unfair as that on
the eastern goldtields. The Upper House
clections were approaching. Both Mr. Kir-
wan, who ways sceking re-election for the
South Provinee, and Mr. Harris, who was
recontesting the North-East Provinee, were
being opposed. ‘The Bill was introduced
in December. It was introduweed hastily
hecause the (Government found that the Act
mave very few benefits. The Bill phssed
the third reading on the 1Bth December,
1925, and on the 23rd December of the same
vear there appeared an article in the “Kal-
goorlie Miner” headed ‘Miners’ Phthisis.”
Then it proceeded, “The ‘Daily News
writes,”” ete. The “Daily News” reporter
in the gallery had given a review of the
Parliamentary proceedings, and the “Kal-
goorlie Miner” published his comments to-
gether with an addendum counveying an im-
Jpreszsion that was uatterly untrue and mis-
phievous. The report in the “Ealgoorlie
Miner” stated—

On Thursday the Bill was re-committed and
Mr. Seddon moved an amendment to make it
obligatory to continne paying compensation
to a miner after he had heen declared unfit for
employment. The views of Mr, Seddon were
sopported by Mersrs. Harria, Cornell, Ewing,
and others, whilst Messrs. Hickey and Moora
apposed the motion. As the debate was pro-
ceeding, Dr. Saw moved the ‘‘gag’’ in the
form that ‘‘the motion bo now put.’’ The
motion excited the indignation of Mr. Seddon,
Mr, Cornell, Mr. Harris, Mr. Ewing and others,
but the Standing Orders did not allow of their
diseussing the gagging proposal, and it waa
earried.  The Chief Secretary, Mr. Hickey,
and all the Government sapporters and a num-
her of city and rural members not intereated
in miners’ phthisis voted for stopping diseuns-
sien. Mr. Seddon then remarked that as the
digcussinn was not allewed to proceed, e must
withdraw his motion. This was agreed to, and
the Bill was thus forced through without
amendment.
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The “Kalgoorlie Miner” published all that
as if it was portion of the “Daily News"
article, whereas it was not. Portion of it com-
prised the ordinary comment of the “Daily
News” reporter, but the latter portion was
a gconcoction by the “Kalgoorlie Miner” it-
gelf. It sought to convey to the people of
the goldfields that that was the opinion of
an impartial paper on the coast not con-
cerned in a goldfields maiter. That is what
I call depraved journalism. It is that type
of journalism which excites derision and
contempt. That was the beginning of the
whole of the agitation at Kalgoorlie and it
was begun for the one purpose of securing
the re-election of Mr. Kirwan and Mr.
Harris. The “Kalgoorlie Sun,” an opposi-
tion paper, later published a leading ar-
tiele. That is the article lo which the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret teferred.

Hon. G. Taylor: I read only a portien
of it. .

The MINISTER® FOR MINES: The
Miners’ Phthisis Act Amendment Bill was
agreed to only at the end of December and
the article in the “Kalgoorlie Sun” was
published in January, just a month later.
I doubt if the Bill had then heen
assented to by the Governor. The Gov-
ernment had not had time to decide
what compensation should be paid fto
the miners becanse the holidays had
intervened, and yei this attack was made
on me and on the Government. That
also was political propaganda, part of
the election game. The wember for Mt.
Margaret knows it was pelitical propaganda
and nothing but politieal propaganda.

Hon. G. Taylor: T did not sec the “ISal-
goorlie Miner” article.

The MINTSTER FOE MITNES: The hon.
member knows all about it.

Hon. G. Taylor: I saw only the “Sun”
article.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I did
my best to follow up what was nothing else
than a lie. Mr. Cornel}, Mr. Harris and Mr.
Seddon particularly did their best to mis-
represent the position and were aided by the
“Kalgoorlie Miner,” which published for the
purpose of politieal propaganda, ecolumn
after eolumn of their statements to the effect
that the (Gtovernment had taken away from
the minevs the richt to I'nll wages provided
in ™r_ Seaddan’s measure.  Thereupon I
went to the Solicitor General and said to
him, #¥Ym have drafted both Bills; von have
put into legal langwage the desires of
the former Government and those of the
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present Government. I now wish you to ex-
plain the intention of both measures.” De-
spite the denial of ihe Solicitor General con-
tained in his replies, whieh were pub-
lished in the “Kalgoorlie Miner,” Mr.
Seddon and Mr. Harris in particular
still propagated the untrue statements
that had been made from time to time.
Even Mr. Cornell, at Coolgardie dur-
ing the elections, reiteraied a statement that
was utterly untrue. I do not exempt the
snave Hon. Mr. Kirwan from his share of
the blame. His paper started the agitation
by publishing an article alleged to have ap-
peared in a Perth newspaper, whereas it
had not appeared in that paper, and also
propagated untrue statements made econ-
cerning the amending Bill. I have al-
ready said that Mr. Scaddan’s measure
provided jobs for {he men from whom the
Mings Department had taken their jobs by
prohibiting iheir employment in the mines,
and until other jobs were found for them
they were to be paid the full rate of wages.
That was the end of the Government’s obli-
gation. JIf a man fell sick the day after,
the Government had no obligation. There
was no obligation beyond finding him his
first job.

Mr. Thomson: Surely a man who worked
only one day would not he treated like that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
was the legal position.

Mr. Davy: It depended upon the report
of the medical officer, did it not?

The MIXTSTER FOR MINES: It was
for the medical officer to say whether the
man was fit for the job. Onee a job was
found, even if the man became unfit subse-
quently, the Governmen! had no further
obliration. 'We amended the Act, where-
upon the “Kalgoorlie Miner” very shrewdly
&nd cunningly published the speeches made
in the Upper House by Messrs. Cornell,
Harris, Seddon and Dodd—speeches that
merely misrepresented {he faets. The
“Miner”” was very shrewd about it. It stated
that Mr. Kirwan was in the Chair, as
much as to say that if he had not been in
the Chair, he would have taken the same
stand as the others took.

Mr. Panton: He wonid not have heen in
the Chair during the second readine.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
“Kalgoorlie Miner” did not publish the
trne facts. They published what Mr. Cor-
nell, Mr. Seddon and Mr. Harris said abont
the Bill, alleging theirs were the facts and
nothing else. That did not convey anything
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in regard to the real intention of the Bili.
I put certain questions to Mr. Sayer, the
Solicitor General, in order that the people
should know the faels concerning both Bills.
I put these nuestions to Mr. Sayer and he
replied as follows:—

1. Question: lIn order to elear up any
misapprehension which may have arisen hecause
of the passage of the oamending Miners’
Phthisis Aet, I should like to have vour
opinion on the principles embodied in the two
measures, It has been stated by Messrs. Dodd,
Cornell, Harris, and Scddon that the Miners’
Phthisis Amendment Act of 1925 constituted
4 breach of faith in that it reduced compensa-
tion payable to the T.B. miner from full rates
of pay to the rates payable under the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund. [s this contention cor-
rect? Answer: In wmy opinion the contention
is not correct, for the rensons stated in the
answers to the following questions.

2. Question; What did the Miners’ Phthisis
Act of 1922 provide? Answer: That miners
actually employed in mining operations who,
as the result of the enforcement of the Act,
ware excluded from such employnient, must have
other suitable employment found for thewm;
and untit other switable cmployment was found
they had the right to claim compensation equal
to the wages they might have ecarned at the
work from which they wers exeluded.

3. Question: Tf, after employment was
found for the T.B. miner he lost sueh employ-
ment, was there still an obligation on the part
of the Government to find him further employ-
ment or pay him compensation? Answer: The
obligation of the Government was to find other
suitable employment in licu of that employ-
ment from which the miner was excluded, and
when found once and offered to sueh prohib-
ited miner, the Government’s duty was per-
formed and its obligation ceaseda

4. Question: If the T.B. miner fell ill or
was unable to follow any employment, was the
Government required to pay any compensation
to him or to his dependants? Answer: The
section in question provided for the case of
miners actually engaged in mining operations
and exclnded from such employment as the ve-
sult of the Aect being brought into operation.
The obligation of the Government was to find
snitable employment once. The Act made no
provision at all for sufferers unable to work
at any employment, or for their dependants.

5, Question: What are the obligations of
the Government under the amending Miners’
Phthisis Act introduced and passed last ses-
sion by the present Government? Answer:

By the amending Aet the duty to find
other suitable emuplovment is made a2 ean-
tinuing obligation. So long as the pro-

hibited miner is able and willing to undertake
other suitahle employment, it must be found
for kim, and wnless and until found, compen-
sation is payable at the rate of wages he
would have carned had his employment not
heen prohihited. And further, in the case of
a prohibited miner heing unable to engage in
any employment at all, the right is conferred
upon him to elaim from the Department of
Mines compensation not less than ns preseribed
by the scale of relief in force at the commence-
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went of the Act under the rules of the Mine
Workers® Relief Fund, lncorporated.

G. Question: \What does the amending Act
provide for the T.B. miner who cannot work
at all!  Answer: As stated in the answer fo
the lust preceding question,

7. Question: Does that mean that the Gov-
erament may pay more fhan the amount pro-
vided under the Jline Workers’ Relief Fund?
Augwer: Yes. The obligution of the Govern-
ment is to pay uot less than as preseribed by
that seale of relief. It would, for example, be
in the diserction ¢f the Department of Mines
tv grant compensation equal to what would be
recoverible if the prohibited miner was suifer-
ing from an industrial disease giving rise to a
¢luim under the Workers' Compensation Aect,
Despite these convinecing statements from
the Solicitor General, these persons, Messrs.
{‘ornell, Seddon and Harris, still engaged m
the propaganda of making untrue state-
qents on the goldtields and in the Press.
The tragedy of the whole thing is that these
untruc statements caused a great deal of
distrust and eonfusion on the goldfields.
They started a feeling of nneasiness amongst
the affected wmen. These statements were
wilfully made in order io get an advantage
at the elections. The feelings of the un-
fortunate sufferers were exploited in order
that Mr. Hareris and Mr. Kirwan
might win their elections. [t was the
most depraved propaganda 1 have ever
come across. One would imagine that these
zentlemen would at least have accepted the
opinions of the Solicitor General, but they
would not do se. 1 admit the “Kalgoorlie
Miner” published details of the Acts in both
cases, but with the knowledge, as the mem-
her for West Perth knows, that very few
men understand the phrasing of ap Aet
of Parliament. The ovdinary man does not
understand the langnage and interpretation
of an Act of Parliament. In a pretence of
fairness the newspaper published what its
readers could not understand, but at the
same time continued the propaganda of
making untrue statemenis which, as the
member for Mt. Margaret said, created such
eonfusion and unrest on the poldfields.

Hon. G. Taylor: The articles did it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For that
purpose thex were published. T gent to the
“ICalyoorlie Miner” for publication the
statements of the Solicitor General, but Mr.
Seddon, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Cornell con-
tinved their atfacks. I understand that Mr.
Seddon is an cxtraordinarily pious man—
so he claims—but he had no hesitation in
wiring untroe statements and implying that
the Solicitor (General’s opinion was not cor-
rect.



[2 Noveuser, 1926.]

Hon. G. Taylor: When did you send up
the Solicitor General’s opinion?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite
carly in the year 1 wrote to the “Kalgoorlie
Miner” and placed the facts before them. I
pointed out that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion had not only welcomed the Bill but bad
cordially supported it. I also stated that
Mr. Dodd had congratulated the Govern-
qent for bringing down the Bill, and they
wonld not have done that had the Bill taken
something away from the miners that they
had obtained under Mr. Seadtun’s measure.
It is notiecable that Mr. Seaddan did not in-
tertfere i the controversy. [ suppose he was
approached in the matter. Dr. Saw was
also approached. [t was published that Dr.
Saw had applied the gag otherwise amend-
ments would have been moved to the Bill,
Dr. Saw took part in the controversy in
order to testify to the good intention of his
political friends, and if their intention was
zood it is diffienlt to comprehend why he
gagged them. 1 sent the Solicitor General’s
opinion to the “Kalgoorlie Miner” as well
as the full text of the Bill on the 9th Janu-
ary, 1926, Despite this the propaganda
continned up to the day of the elections.

Hon. Sir James Miteheli: 1 do not think
you should refleet on members of another
place.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not a reflection. 1t is merely stating that
they were not telling the truth. It is rea-
gonable that Dr. Saw moved to apply the
guag because he knew there was nothing in
their contentions, I published the Solicitor
General’s statement in  the “Kalgoorlie
Miner” on the 6th February. Mr. Seddon
again replied. With regard to Mr. Sayer’s
statement he wrote “The whole eriticism
turned on the bringing in of a reduced rate
for the incapacitated men. That is what
Mr. Troy’s Bill does, and all his ecamouflage
cannot alter the facts.” e said this in face
of the denial contained in the Solicitor Gen-
eral’s statements.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: When was the
first offer made?

The Premier: The offer that was made is
what we are paying to-day.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On the
Sth February the Premier addressed a pub-
lic meeting in Kalgoorlie.

The Premier:
Harris and Mr.
silent throughont.

In the presenee of Mr.
Cornell, but both were
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mr. Dodd
took part in the controversy on the 1lib.
I wag rather surprised to read his remarks
in the controversy, but undoubtedly he was
out to extricate his friends. His letfer .s
not ereditable. My, Cornell returned to the
attack on the 5th March, aficr all his ex-
planations and statemenis. Speaking at
Coolgardie just prior to the elections, Mr.

Cornell reiterated the charges he had pre-

viously made, ahout the Government having
taken away from the miners something they
possessed under Mr. Scaddan’s Bill.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: When did you
commence payments under the 1023 Bill?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That does
not matter, We are not diseussing the pay-
ments, but the Bill. The Commonweslth
Laboratory had not concluded its work,
in fact had only just hegun it. The
amending Bill was brought in at the
end of the session. The Government found
as the examinations were being condueted,
that Mr. Seaddan’s Bill did not meet their
requirements. As members know, the Bill
was amended. At the end of the year, just
prior to the adjournment, the Bill passed
its third reading in another place. The agi-
tation started on the fields in December, be-
canse of an ariicle that appeared in the
“Kalgoorlic Miner.” The Government had
no opportonity of fixing the rates they
desired to pay by way of compensa-
tion wunder the Miners’ Phthisis Aet.
The holidays intervened. A seale of
compensation was, however, in course of
preparation. At the earliest possible mo-
ment the Government announced the seale
of compensation,. We were unahle im-
mediately to fix the scale, because we were
looking up the compensation payments in
other eountries under similar conditions,
namely the South African eompensation and
the Broken Hill compensation in New South
Wales. We desired that the Commonwealth
Government shonld not escape their obliga-
tions under the Invalid Pensions Act. We
wanted an agreement from the Common-
wealth that any amount we paid as compen-
sation to a miner and his dependants would
not be taken into eonsideration in caleu-
lating his income far the invalid pension.
The Commonwealth Government had agreed
that with respect to the Mines Acecident Re-
lief Fund in New Sonth Wales they would
not ealeulate as income any amount received
from the fund. But we were not allowed to
make any arrangement with the Common-
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wealth. We were asked iminediately to fix
the scale of compensation before negotiations
could be concluded and long before the
whole of the miners had been examined.
The Government were given very little
time in which to de this work. The
article in the “Kalgoorlie Sun” was the
usual kind of propaganda. [t picked out
one man, and said that he was in poor and
needy circumstances, and the Government
did not care.

Hon. G. Taylor: Was the statement of
the “Sun” that this man was living on a
few shillings a week a true statement?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : That
money did not come from the compensation
fund. It came from the Mine Workers' Re-
lief Fund. The miners’ compensation was
fixed up and paid later. The hon. member
says there was great agitation on the felds.
There was. I am not going to say that some
interested people on the fields did not con-
tribute to the agitation,

Hon. G. Taylor: There was a deal of ex-
citement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course.
How could it be otherwise when persons ot
that type wanted to exploit the affliction of a
section of the goldfields community? These
men were affected by the examination; they
were T.B. men. All the propaganda conveyed
to them that the present Government had
taken from them something they had re-
ceived recently. There was no attempt on
the part of those who starfed the agitation,
to clear the matter up. Thev desired, not
the ftruth, hut an atmosphere for the
election. They got it. However, I do not
think it will do them much good as indi-
viduals. The member for Mt. Margaret
{Hon. G. Taylor) said I went to Kalgoorlie
and told the men there that the Government
did not know what they wanted, but that
now I knew what they wanted T would take
it back to Cabinet. Where did the hon. mem-
ber get that statement? YVhere did he sec
it?

Hon. G. Taylor:
“Worker” newspaper.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
it.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 have the paper here.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: I made
no snch statement. I addressed the meeting
at Boulder and told the men——

Hon. G. Taylor: I will read the statement
to you again.

I got it out of the

I doubt
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is not a
statement of mine, The member for Kalgoor-
lie {Hon, J. Conningham) was on the plat-
form with me, and he knows, I told the
men that the compensation had not been
finalised, but that the question would go
to Cabinet, and that I eould give no infor-
mation uniil Cabinet had decided. I do net
care what appears in the Press. That is the
statement I made jn the Boulder Town
Hall in the presence of the member for Kal-
goorlie. The matter was under consideration.

Hon. W. J. George: You are not the only
Minister who has been misrepresented by
the Press.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This mis-
vepresentation did not do me the slightest
injury.

Hon. W. J. George: No.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mis-
representation did, however, sorely try a lot
of afflicted people on the goldfields. The
propaganda was for the purpose of exploit-
ing the electors.

Hon. W. J. George: That sort of thing
is done.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As a mat-
ter of fact, at the very time when I was in
Kalgoorlie T had submiited to Cabinet a
basis on whieh eompensation should be paid.
Later on, with slight alterations, (hat eom-
pensation was agreed upon, The member
for Mt. Margaret further expressed his
doubt as to the legality of the payment.
He said—

If, however ,the Government went out of
office, another Government might view the mat-
ter in a different light. They might cease to
make the payments, and give the men what
they considered the correct amount due to

them. That was not a proper position for
Parliament to allow,

Those are the hon. member's words.

Hon, G. Taylor: That is right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
also a statement Mr. Harris and Mr. Cornell
have made,

Hon. G. Taylor:
them,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: What
occurs to me is, what is the hon. member
afraid of? Has he no faith in Lis own
party? If the present Government go ouf
of office, his party will come in. I
am indeed surprised that Mr. Harris and
the hon. member should dread a change of
CGovernment, becanse of the risk that the
eompensation will not then be paid. I do
not agree with them. T say the eompensa-

I know nothing about
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tion will be paid no matter what Govern-
ment may assume office.  The Solicitor
General has stated that the payments arve
quite legal under the Act.

Hon. G. Taylor: I guestion that,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
making the payments.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 want you to do it by
statute.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
whom is the hon. member afraid? Why is
he afraid that the payments will not be
made ?

Hon. G. Taylor: It should be in a statute.
Then the people would know where they
wete, and that excifement in Jannary would
not have oceurred.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member did nothing to abate the execite-
ment, not in the slightest degree. That ex-
citement was engendered for a purpose.
Immediately the election was over, the pro-
paganda ceased and we heard no more
about it. In my opinicn the payments
are quite legal. As a matter of faef, the
words “not less” were put into the Aet for
the purpose of giving the Governinent a basis
on which to build up a seale of payment., If
the Government had decided that the men
must receive a certain rate, that rate wonld
have been fixed in the Act. But the Act
said “not less,” and thus allowed the Gov-
ernment to pay the amount now paid.
Any Government must be allowed Hme

We are

H

to draw up a scale of payments.
The necessary fime was not, however,
altowed to the present Government.

The Commonwealth Government are not
paying these men the amount of the in-
valid pension. The Miners’ Phthisis Board
insisted that the T.B. men should apply
to the Commonwealth Government for the
invalid pension, But now the Common-
wenlth CGovernment are reconsidering and
re-hearing afl the applications made by T.B.
miners getting the invalid pension, and be-
cause of the payments we are making

are cutting out the invalid pension.
In New South Wales, on the other
hand, the fact that a person is re-

ceiving money from the Miners' Aeccident
Fund there is not taking into consider-
ation by the Commonwealth Government
when paying the invalid pension. The same
position does not obtain in Western Aus-
tralia, because the (Government here were
compelled to initiate the payments with-
out having an opportunity to coneclude nego-
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tintions with the Commonwealth and to
arrange for them to pay the invalid pension.
In consequence, the Government of Wesi-
ern Australia are now compelled to make
up the invalid pension, thus relieving the
Federal Government of a just responsibility.
That was not due to this side of the Cham-
ber, but due to propaganda from sanother
quarter. Thus the Commonwealth wifl es-
cape their just liability under the Invalid
Pensions Act in regard to all our T.B. men.

Mr. Thomson: Are you still negotiating
with the Comunenwealth?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Com-
monwealth Government have turned the
proposition down. We have had corres-
pondenee witls that Governmeni in which
we have asked them not to assess our pay-
ments as income, and they have refnsed our
request.

Mr. Thowson: And they are paying it in
New South Wales?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Any pag-
ment received by a miner under the Miners'
Accident Fund of New South Wales is unot
vegrarded as income by the Commonwealth
Government when assessing his income for
the paywment of invalid pension. Probably
that would have applied here equally if the
State Government had had an opportunity
to obtain the Commonwealth Government’s
consent prior to initiating the payments.

Mr. Thomsen: Do the New Sonth Wales
miners get the same compensation as ours?

The MINISTER F'OR MINES: A liitle
less. Our compensation -is the highest in
Australia.

The Premier: The highest in the world.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
think it is the highest in the world.
Hon, members will be interested to
Jnow what our ecompensation is. In

the case of a T.B. miner unable to
work it is half wages, and £1 a week
for his wife, and 8s. 6d. a week for each child
under 16, Further, if he has a mother
or a father dependent upon him he iz al-
lowed £1 a weck for the mother or father.
If he has a sister or a brother under the
age of 16 years and can prove that they
are dependants, be is allowed 8s. 6d. each
for them as if they were his children. That
is the position when he ¢an work no longer.
If ke should die, the compensation to the
wife is raised from £1 per week to £2 per
week, and the same rate is paid to his
dependants as was paid when he was on
half wages.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You certainly
should provide for that by Act of Parlia-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I ask
hon. members opposite, and  particularly
those who have condemned the Government
50 severely over the amending weasure,
what they were doing all the years when
they were in office, and what they were do-
ing when Mr. Scaddan passed his amending
Aet, which gave no compensation beyoml
a job to the man whose job was taken from
him.

Hen. Sir Jumes Mitchell: Yes, it did.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It gave
bhim wages until he got a job. lmmediately
he got the job, there was not further com-
pensation. If he could not work any more
he was thrown on {he scrap heap. There
was not a penny of compensation provided
for him or his family. If the Leader of
the Opposition wants more information as
to why Mr. Scaddan did not. de more, I will
show him the file containing a report of =
deputation from Kalgoorlie to Mr. Scad-
dan. If members opposite desired jus-
tice done, why did they not do it when
Mr. Scaddan had his Bill betore the Cham-
her? Why did they not raise their voices
then on behalf of the men? During all the
years they were in office they did nothing:
but now an amending Bill is brought for-
ward—supported, I admit, very cordially by
the Leader of the Opposition—members
in  another place resort to the most
unfair misvepresentation. In this respect
I have not a word to say aboul any
member of this Chamber. 1 have never
lieard any member of this Chamber either
indulging in propaganda or supperting it.
1 am now referring to members of another
place, who undoubtedly stirred up this pro-
paganda on the goldfields and knew they
were nol belling the trath.

The Premier: As regards the rate of com-
pensalion, the maximum in all cases is the
basic wage in the distriet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
appointed a Miners’ Phthisis Board, who re-
view all cases; and if it happens that a man
has a large familv under the age of 16
vears—instanees are known of a man having
eight children under that age—and if, in
consequence, the pavment is insufficient, the
hoard have nower to award more. I give
these faets to the Committee because I agree
with the member for Mt. Margaret that there
was very strong feeling on the goldfields,
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all due to despicable propaganda in defiance
of the truth. That propaganda would nnt
have arisen but for the fact that a Lems-
lative Couneil election was in progress. 1.
began by the “Kalgoorlie Miner™ publish-
ing an alleged report taken from the “Daily
News.” 1t was not a report at ali, but
portion of a “Daily News" article, plus the
“Miner's” addition fo it. That portion of
it never appeared in the “Daily News” at
atl,

Hon. W. J. George: Journalistie forgery.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1t was
& most unserupulous type of journalism,
the standard of our distinguished friend
who presides over another Chamber. How-
ever, 1 think the people of Kalgooriie have
discovered the truth, and I do not think
they will be deceived again. I am surprised
at some of the criticism of the aclions of
the Governmeni. The other day I read a
statement in the “Mining World," a copy
of which was sent to the Premier by the
Agent General. This is the sort of criticism
published :—

The Government, with its new legislation on
tuberculosis and silicosis (miners’ complaint,
or dust on the lungs), and its consequent in-
surance scheme at seven guineas per cent. pre-
mium, will put the kybosh on gold mining in
Western Australin. Every man who has been
diagnoszed by the doctovs of the Commonwealth
laboratory to have T.B. has been compulsorily
retired, and every man who has been diagnosed
as having S.C. has been circularised to the
effect that he had hetter retire, before it is
too late! Praetically, every underground and
shift boss on the Golden Mile has received the
circular, and should they all eleet to resigm,
the mines would be left without competent
heads. Such men might live for years as un-
derground bosses, but they are all short-winded
and totally unfit to wield a pick, navvying or
farming. It i3 a case of *‘put a heggar on
horsebaek, and he will ride to the devil.”’ The
Labour Government of New South Wales, as
well ng of Western Australia, has passed the
Tegislation that all employers of labour must
insure their employees against all accidents
and voeational diseases with the Government
insurance branch at fancy premium rates, and
the upshot will be general ruin of industries of
all sorts.

That is the eriticism of a person resident in
Kalgoorlie. Of course it does a great deal
of harm to Western Australia, inasmuch as
it alarms the investing pnblie. The insurance
rates charged are not fanev premiums at
all. However, that matter has been discussed
already, and so members know the facts.
There has hesn an the fields and in the Press
propaganda rezarding the pavment of com-
pensation under the amended Workers’
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Compensation Aet. The Government have
taken the men ouwt of the mines, but this
Kalgoorlie writer says in effeet, “Do not
{oke the men ont of the mines; let them stay
there and rot.”

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is a Lon-
don writer, is it not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNo, he is
a Kalgoorlie wrifer.

The Minister for Lands: He is one of ihe
few people 1 should like to see deported.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He is
certainly the Nalgoorlie rcorrespondent of
this English publication. In addition to
granting assistance to mining, the Govern-
ment have borne the whole of the compensa-
tion to tubereular men taken out of the
mines. The propaganda now is that the

iovermment must pay all the insurance

under workers’ compensation as well, 1t is
urged that the insurance should be paid
from Consolidated Revenue. Amongst those
foremost in eondemning the Government are
Mr. Lloxd Pascoe and Mr. Edgar Hamis,
MT.C.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Not Mr. Wil-
liams, I hope.

The MINISTRR FOR MINES: Yo
Nearly all those supporting this propaganda
are the same persons who indulged in bitter
eriticism regarding the Miners' Phthisis Aet.
They now nrge that compensation shall he
patd out of Conzolidated Revenue.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No preminms
to be paid by the employer?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. This
statement appeared in the “TWest Austra-
lian” as the statement of one of those per-
SONS—

This languishing industry should not he
enlled upon to bear this burden of liability
which has been accruing sinece mining started.
Miners’ phthisis patients should be dismissed
from the miues and compensated from the
Consolidated Revenue like the tubereulosis
casea, then the insurance could be started on a
sound hasis with a clean sheet. This point had
heen made by Mr, Montgomery, State Mining
Fngineer, in notes appended to the Cornell re.
vort. A languishing indnstry could not afferd
the udditional burden of the premiums under
this Act. The whole Statc had benefited by
the industry, and the whole State should pay
the necessary recompense to  incapacitated
miners from the Consolidated Revenue.

My, Stewart also suggested that compensa-
tion in these cases shonld eome from Con-
solidated Revenue, as in respect to tuber-
rulosis under the BMiner’s Phthisis Aet. Mr.
Edgar Harris, M.1.C, also supports the
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opposition to the Government method of
insurance. As evidence of the manner in
which this propaganda is ecarried om, I
found that Councillor Charles Elliott, secre-
tary of the Leaseholders and Prospectors’
Association, stated this as published in the
“West Australian™—

P'rospectors and tributers are landed with
an extra 8s. 10d. weekly for every man em-
ployed. They eannot earry on, unless their
prospect is unusuvally good. Miners, realising
that nnemployment and distress must follow,
condemn the Aet to a man, and owners are
talking of a gencral shut down.

Allegedly he goes on to say:—

As to the Miners’ Phthisis Aet, a mate of
mine was taken out with tubereulosis, and
while drawing compensation he agreed to go
prespecting, as it was open air work. He spent
time aed money, and was told on returning to
Kalgooriic  that the Phthigsis Board had
stopped bis allownnee for good. Another man,
hookmaking in the streets, draws full allow-
anee: and dexens are hanging around the pub-
lie house eorners, Is that good for the men
or for the country? The whole working of these
clauses is rotten, and detrimental to the indus-
try and to the men’s own interests, Compen-
sation shoulil have been allowed years ago, but
now the industry eannot stand the strain, Par-
liament must find another way of compensat-
ing the afflicted men.

I wrote to Mr. Elliott putting to him certain
Auestions. He veplied to me and I then

wrote to the “West Anstralian” setting oot

his reply. But T have not yet seen that
article published. This is the article that I
sent to the paper, which in the first instance
published ¥Mr. Elliott’s alleged statement—

Some little time ago eriticism was levelled
on the goldfields against the operation and ad-
ministration of the Workers’ Compensation
and Miners’ Phthisis Aets.  Statements were
made by Messrs. Edgar Harris, M.1.C,, Lloyd
Pascoe, nud a few others whose eriticism can
be dismissed ns merely political propaganda.
Their want of genuineness is evidenced by the
faet that they never made any attempt during
all the years past to bring in the ameliorative
measures introduced by the present Govern-
ment, but were always found supporting and
voting with the party opposed to smch mea-

sures. Amongzat the later crities is Councillor
Chas. Elliott, secretary of the Kalgoorlie
T.easeholders  and  Progpectors’  Association.

Mr. Elliott stated—— ‘ Regarding the operations
of the Miners’ Phthisis Aet, a mate of his was
taken out of the mine with tubereulosis. and
whilst drawing compensation he agreed to go
prospecting, as it was open air work. He spent
time and moncy, and was told on returning to
Kalgoorlie that the Phthisia Board had stopped
his allowance for good. Another man book-
making in the street draws full allowance, and
dozens are hanging nround public house cor-
ners. He said the whole working of the elause
was rotten, and a detriment to the industry
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and to the men’s interests.’’ Mr. Elliott was
written to, and his attention drawn to the pub-
lished statement, and asked—{1) Who was the
mate to whom he referredd (2) How much
time and moncy was spent by Lhim on prospect-
ing when the allowance was stopped for good?
(3) Who informed him the Miners’ Phthisis
Board had stopped the allowance for good$
(4) The name of the persen who was book-
making whilst drawing full allowancet (5)
The names of—say—one dozen of those bene-
ficiaries under the Miners’ Phthisis Act who
were hanging around publie house corners?
Mr. Elliott has replied that the mate referred
to was Mr. J. Richards, who had applied and
been accepted as a member of a proaspecting
party under the advisory board’s control. Be-
ing in receipt of the prospecting allowance for
the distriet, he thought it unjust that his
miner’s phthisis allowance at the rate of £5
per week should be stopped. Mr. Elliott states
he did not say the allowance had been stopped
for good, and as for the rest of the report in
connection with the bookmakers, ete., he dis-
claimed all responsibility. I immediately ar-
ranged that the Miners’ Phthisis Board should
sit at Kalgoorlie and deal with Mr. Richard’s
case, and the hoard—inter alia—has reported
as follows:— 'Mr. Elliott was also present at
the interview and was confronted with the
statement appearing in the ‘West Australian’
of the 12th inst., and replied, ‘ That is a distor-
tion, and the man who wrote it is a rotten liar,
T &id not say his compensation had been
stopped for good, or that a man was book-
making in the streets, and others hanging
around hotel corners. Others were present when
the reporter was there, and scmeone else must
have said it.’’’ Mr. D’Arey, a member of
the Phthisis Board, said he thought Mr. Elliott
should corrcet the statement made in the
Press, to which Mr. Elliott replied that he had
writien an explanation to the ‘‘West Austra-
lian*' and the Minister. Not having seen any
reference to Mr. Elliott’s letter in the ‘*'West
Australian,’” in order to do justice to¢ him I
submit the explanation tendered.

T have never seen that published in the
“West Australian.”  This report went to
the people who, he knew, would spread the
propaganda he wanted, but when it was
suggested to him that he should say who
supplied the information to the reporter
he said the man who wrote it was & rotten
liar. It is now urged that in addition io
all the assistance rendered to the in-
dustry the Government must pay com-
pensation for industrial diseases out of
Consolidated Revenue. In 1912 an attempt
was made by a former Lahour Government
to provide compensation for afflicted miners
under the Workers' Compensation Aet. The
Bill passed this House, but wag defeated in
another place by one vote. The mining in-
dustry was then in a flourishine condition,
Now it is said it is not fair to ask the
industry to pav these rates, hecanse the in-
dustry is languishing. But the industry bas
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escaped all these intervening years, and
since 1912 has paid dividends to the value
of £3,507,000. As 1 say, an aftempt was
made in this House to put up provision for
the conditions existing to-day, but was de-
feated in another place.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why was it not
put up again in the following year?

The Premier: We started then with the
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund. We had to do
something.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is a
sad thing that no provision was made for

these men when so much money was paid

by the mines in dividends, Provision was
not made by the mines to create
reserves. Now these people are op-
posing the action of the Government and
declaring that the State must pay the com-
pensation becanse they cannot afford to do
so. Since 1912 the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
mines alone, paid dividends amounting o
£4,430,000, and to-day despite the undoubted
opportunity possessed by the mine managers
at Kalgoorlie, the Chamber of Mines stands
indieted not only for evading their respon-
sibility towards the men employed in the in-
dustry, but also for neglecting fo provide
for the future in regard to the working of
the properties under their contrel.

The Premier: At that time they sent a
cireular to every member, and it was their
influenee that brounght about the defeat of
the Bill in the Couneil,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I now
wish to say we realise the present position
of the industry, that it is not as promising
as we would like to have it. I am satisfied
that something very drastie will have to be
done, particularly at the Kalgoorlie field.
The Government have intimated that they
will not shirk their responsibility, but any
attempt to alleviate the position will be
futile unless the mining companies are in
agreement, and are prepared to spend the
necessary money to prosecute development
work and to re-establish their plants. In
addition to the development of ore reserves,
the cost of treatment will have to be re-
duced, and as I have already intimated to the
House, the oil flotation process holds out
the best possibilities in that rezard. The
Government have already spent a consider-
able sum of money in endeavouring to re-
suscitate the industry. One cannot help but
feel that if the position is grasped by the
directors of the mining companies, and the
menagement of the mines, the mining in-
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dustry has many years of life ahead of it.
Before | concude 1 desire to inform the
House that for some time the question of
the reorganisation of the Mines Department
has been under consideration. I migh{ have
niade changes soon affer 1 assumed the con-
trol of the department, but my desire was
tiest of all vo find my feet and to learn ex-
actly what the changes would mean. ‘There
have been several retiremenis recently, and
these will permit of the reconstruction of the
whole of the departmeant. The reconstruc-
tion is now in progress. The State Mining
Engineer (Mr. Montgomery), who has given
great service to the State, and also the Gov-
eroment Geologist (Mr. Gibb Maitland),
who has given equal service, have reached
the retiring age. Mr. Greenard, the Inspeec-
tor of Mines at Kalgoorlie, has also re-
tired, and the position of Chief Inspector of
Machinery will be abolished. The inspection
of machinery branch of the department will
in future be controlled by the State Mining
Engineer. The Government have decided to
call for applications for the position of
State Mining Eugineer, and the salary of-
fered will he £1,500 a year. The salary paid
at the present time is £852, whilst the Gov-
ernment Geologist also receives a similar
amount. The Chief Inspector of Machinery
has been paid £708, and Mr. Greenard £504,
These salaries total nearly £3,000, Adver-
tisements are to be inserted in the South
Afriean and British newspapers, as well as
the Australian papess, inviting applications
for the position of State Mining Engineer
at the salary I mentioned.

Hon. G. Taylor: Will one man do all the
work?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He will
administer the department, and we hope to
be able to get & man of ontstanding ability,
who will he able to give good serviee o the
State. Mr. Howe, in addition to the duties
as superintendent of State batteries, has
taken over the work of inspection of mach-
inery, and when the new appointment s
made the branches of the department will he
properly allocated. The Government have
advanced large sums of money to assist the
mining companies, and as Minister 1 am
not satisfied with the manner in whieh that
money has been spent. It is no use giving
doles merely to enable companies to ecarry
on for a month or so without any defirnite
programme, and so it is my desire fo see
at the head of the technical staff—I am not
speaking disparagingly of the work that has
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already been done by the oilicers who have
retired—a man who will sei a definite pro-
gramme. This should be the work of an officer
who knows exactly what ought to be done.
When Mr. Kinggley Thomas was bere I
consulted him with regard to securing the
services of such a man, and he told me that
we very badly needed a man of that type.
He assored me that he would do his best to
recommend someone of the type reguired,
provided there was sufficient inducement in
the shape of a reasonable salary. 1 hope
that the salary we are offering will result
in onr securing the services of a man pos-
sessing the highest qualifications. When we
have this officer, any money that may be ad-
vanced by the Government will be advanced
in accordance with a definite programme of
development. We shall have someone in
charge of the expenditure who will see
that the development is ecarried out. At the
present time we pay the piper, and the peo-
ple to whom we lend the money largely call
the tane. In future if we give any assist-
ance in connection with the reconstruction
of the indnstry, we shall try to see that the
money is expended on a definite basis,
and in connection with a scheme of
devclopment. 1f it is necessary to Te-
establish and to equip a plant, that
also must be a definite part of the pro-
gramme, and we must see that not one penny
goes from the State unless the people who
get it are prepared to agree to our condi-
tions. In that way we should get better re-
sults than we have had in the past. T hope
that the appnintment by the Federal Govern-
ment of a technieal committee will prove bene-
ficial to the industry. T trust that that commit-
tee will be able to report in a way that will
induce the Commonwealth Government to
assist in the reconstruetion of the mines
in Kalgoorlie and the goldfields of Western
Australia. As a result of a eonversation I
had with that committee, I think they are
seized with the necessity for adopting dras-
tic measnres. Perhaps “drastic” is not the
word to use; T should say that they will be
fullv informed regarding the necessity for
recommending means by which the industry
will he resuseitated,

Hon. @. Tavlor: Can you give us any idea
as to the rourse that will be followed?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No; T
regret that the committee have not had fime
to give attention to the whole of the mining
industry in Western Anstralia. Their in-
quiries have heen confined to ¥aleoorlie.
Thev are nnt here to talk about the gold
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bonus; they have devoted all their time to
an investigation of the Golden Mile,
and 1 hope the result will be that
the Commonwealth Qovernment will as-
sist the industry which is embarrassed
by the Federal tariff. I hope that
when the Commonwealth consult the State,
a scheme of reconstruetion will be sub-
miitted and that a deflnite programme will
result, a programme that will have the
effect of reviving the mining industry in
Western Australia. I have pleasure in sub-
mitting the Estimates of the Mines Depart-
ment.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt.
[8.41]: Before proceeding with my few
remarks about the Mining Estimates I
would like to clear up a misanderstanding.
The Minister has made a discovery about
which I krow nothing. When I spoke on
the Budget, T was carefol not to quote from
any Press article other than one from the
“Sun” newspaper which was printed on the
24th Japuary last. Then I quoted from the
“Worker” newspaper to make.sure that
certain statements were vorrveet. I find that
the Minister denies these statements that I
quoted from the “Worker” When I said
I had quoted them from that newspaper he
gaid that he doubted it. I have the
“Worker” newspaper here and the position
is beyond all doubt just as I stated it.
Feeling was running high on the goldfields.
A meeting had been called at Boulder at
which, the "Worker” said, the Minister for
Mines delivered an address. That news-
paper also said that there ‘were present Mr.
Munsie, TTonorary Minisler for Health; Mr.
Cunningham, Honorary Minister for Water
Supply; Mr, Lambert, M.L.A.; Mr. Walker,
M.L.A., and Mr. J. R. Brown, M.L.C,, and
the Minister for Mines was reported as
having made the statement which I quoted.
Three columns of it were published, and
when I spoke previously I quoted eertain
passages to show that the Government did
not really know what they were going to do
under the Act that had heen passed. I
quoted the Minister’s own words as reporfed
in the Government’s official organ.

The Minister for Mines: The (Government
had not had time to decide at that date,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is not what the
Minister said. The Minister said—

Tt was necessary to know what they wanted
before they would he dealt with.

This was at the meeting where the Govern-
ment were atiacked, where feeling ran high,

Margaret)
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where the Minister ealled someone & liar and
the chairman, Mr. C. B. Williams, told the
Minister that nnder Parliamentary rules he
wounld have to withdraw, znd compelled him
to withdraw. Is not thal so?

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No? That was told
me by people who were there.

The Premier: That happened at a later
meeting,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: (ndoubtedly feeling
ran high at that meeting However, I made
no statements; I quoted from the Press
what the Minister had heen reported as
saying. The report alsu contains the fol-
lowing :(—

It was necessary to know what they wanted
before they conld be dealt with, and he had
before Cabinet & recommendation to immedi-

ately give the T.B. men notice and take them
out of the mines.

Is not that perfeetly eorrect?

The Minister for Mines: There is nothing
at ell wrong about that.

Hon. . TAYLOR: There is a lot more
of it. The Minister is reported as saying—

The men need not be afraid they were going
to be put on the Mine Workers’ HRelief Fund.
The Government would fix the scale of relief
at an adequate rate.

The Premier: Which they did.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: Tbe report goes on—

In answer to a further question Mr. Troy
said that the men desiring to get out of the
mining industry might go on the land who
were not affected by T.B., but had to take an
equal chance with cothers by applying to the
Land Board.

The Minister for Mines:
reply to a question.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:
tinues—

The certificate would mean that the person
concerned did not have T.B. Compensation
payable under the Act would be pail by the

Mines Department direct, and not through the
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund.

The Minister for Mines: Correct.

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: The Minister further
said—

When the amount payable to those who
eould no longer follow any occupation was de-
eided upon, a regulation fixing it at the amount
would be Iaid on the Table of the House, and
no subsequent Government could alter it ex-
cept by similar procedure or by amendment.
If the Government wanted to alter the Bill,
they would alter it by an amending Bill. He
thanked the members for the welecome extended
to him, and expressed his pleasure at the op-
portunity of keing present.

That was in

The report econ-
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Then Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Lambert, and
others addressed the meeting. To show what
was the feeling of the wmeeting, 1 quote the
report again—

It was then moved. ‘' That this union request
the Government to fix the hasis of payment for
those men taken out of the mines through
having contracted T.B., and who cannot follow
any occupation, at the ruling rate of wages,
and on the death of such men payment for de-
peadants at—widow £2 10s. per week, mother
or father £2 10s. per week, dependant brother
or sister £2 10s. per week, and 10s, per week
for each child.”” The motion, being put, waa
carried without a dissentient.

The Minister for Mines: But that is not
the seale adopted.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1t is very near the
scale. o

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: In some outlying dis-
tricts up towards Wiluna the scale is now
fixed at something over £5.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing has been
paid in Wiluna at all yet.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But something has
been paid at Leonora, and that would be
over £5.

The Premier: No; the basic wage for the
district.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That would be about
the basie wage up there.

The Premier: The basie wage is the maxi-
mum.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: The Government can-
not pay less than the basic waze.

The Premier: Yes, if there are no child-
Ten.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:: Of course, Rut the
Government make the amount up to the
basie wage if there are children. They can-
not go any further, thongh.

The Premier: No further.

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: There is a report of
the Premier's speech published in the
“Worker” of the 12th Februaryv. I do not
know what the date of the meeting was. I
have read the report before. T may say that
I am not associated with any of the troubles
at Kalgoorlie. T never was near Kalgoorlie
until May. I am now trying to justify state-
ments concerning which the MMinister for
Mines has accused me. T said T had guoted
the statements from the “Waorker.”

The Minister for Mines: T said that I did
not make one statement which you said I
made.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But the Minister can-
not blame me for that. Tt was in the
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“Worker.”" If the men on the fields had
known what the Government were going to
pay them, there would have been no excite-
ment, and the Minister for Mines would not
have been sent up to the fields and would not
have ecome back and reported.

The Premier: There was no nrgency about
the matter, because the Aect could not be pro-
claimed for months.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : There must have been
some cause tor the making of these state-
ments. I do not know that they were made;
all 1 say is that tbey are reported in the
“Worker,” und (hat the “Worker” is not
likely to misrepresent the Labour Govern-
ment,

The Premier: What point are you mak-
ing?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: This point——

The Premier: What do your statements
relate to? ‘

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That meeting which
forced the Government to give the men what
the Government are giving them.

The Premier: The meeting did not force
ns. No such thing. What have you got at
the hack of your head?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Premier is re-
ported as saying—

_In the course of amending an Aet it was de-
cided that the amount paid to men no longer
able  to work should not be less than the
amount paid under the Mine Workers’ Relief
Fund. That was put in as a basis. The Gov-
ernment knew that it did not compel them to

pay that amount. Never in their minds for
ane moment was there any such intention,

The Minister for Mines: That is quite
correct.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: The Premier’s speech
continues—

If they had put a higher amonnt in the Bill
it was quite possible that it would not have
passed the Legislative Counecil.

The Premier: What is wrong with that?
Tt is an excellent statement,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You did not try.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: The report goes on—

Notwithstanding what men say to-day, that
that Chamber would pass a higher payment,
they lie in their teeth in saving so. Had they
not all knowledge of the Legislative Council?
TExd they put a higher rate in the Bill, the
chances were it would have been thrown out,
What they did was a reasonahle and & tactful
way of doing it.

Wasz not that making an exeuse to those
torbulent workers who were so dissatisfied?
There must have bheen some anxiety and
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some disaffection to cause the whole of the
goldfields members to go up fo the gold-
fields, )

The Minister for Mines: The object was
to follow up lying statements.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not know whether
they were lying statements.

The Premier: Has not the Minister ex-
plained what caused it all? Lying state-
ments in the Press.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: The “Worker” does
not lie.

The Premier: There is no such statement
in the “Worker,”

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The “Werker” shows
the position the Government were in.

The Premier: You are an old hypocrite.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Premier need not
go on with thai. The “Worker” would not
lie. The “Worker” was behind the men and
behind the Government.

The Premier: The “Worker” is all right,
and I am not saying anything about if; but
you are now saying something that is not u
fact.

The Minister for Mines: You are trying
to convey something.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am trying to
convey reasons. With his own mouth
the Minister told the people that he did
not know what to do till he came there and
asked them. He also said that he was go-
ing back to Perth and would see Cabinet
and tell them exactly what the people
wanted, I have not made those statements.
I have quoted them from the “Worker.”
Can the Minister contradiet them or deny
them? Nobody can tell me that two mem-
bers of another place, or two ex-inembers
seeking re-election, could cause so much
anxiety among the working classes on the
goldfields as to their own Government with-
out, justifieation.

The Minister for Mines: Their state-
ments were published in, the “Kalgoorlie
Miner."

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Those people have
been reading the “Kalgoorlie Miner” for
years, and that paper would not influence
them. But seeing the article in the “Kal-
goorlic Sun” about a man getting 8s. a
week to keep himself and his wife would
infnriate the workers.

The Minister for Mines: Your crowd
wonld not have got that man anything.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T do not care what
the other crowd would do. I am only telling
the Minister what his erowd did. What
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does the Aet say about the payment of com-
pensation? The Minister says the Govern-
ment are not paying compensation out of
the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund. I contend
that the Government shounld pay this money
by statute, Let the Government bring down
a Bill and piace the matter beyond doubt.
There is a doubt as to whether the Govern-
ment are now legally paying that money,
whether they have a right to expend it.
MWhy have they not put up & Bill? Parlia-
ment has been sitting three months.

The Premier: The men are getiing paid
all right. The erowd you are associated
with would not take it on.

Hon. ¢¢. TAYLOR: The men had to call
public meetings and keel-haul the Govern-
ment from end to end.

The Premier: That is not trme, and you
know if,

The Minster for Mines: You are afraid
now that your erowd are going to take the

.compensation away from the men,

Hon, ¢. TAYLOR: Noj; but any Minister
oight take a different view and say, “The
Act lays down that I am not to pay less
than 25s. a week.”

The Premier: No Minister would do that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Government say
they ean pay as much as they like—£100
a week if they like.

The Minister for Mines. So we ean,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is rather a
peculiar thing. I do not believe Parliament
thought the Government could do that, and
I do not believe the Government are doing
it. However, that is not the only thing the
(fovernment would do illegally.

The Minister for Mines: You uare sore
because of what we are doing.

Hon. . TAYLOR: No; because of the
way you are deoing it. I do not believe in
any Uovernmen{ acting without aunthority,
What is the use of this Parliament flatter-
ing itself that it holds the purse strings of
the people if Ministers can pay money in
this way without the authorisation of this
Chamber? I say, put the arrangement on
the statute-book and pay the money openly
and straightforwardly., Then the men would
know what they were going to get. I say,
do not do it by subterfuge.

The Minister for Mines: And your in-
coming Government would take the money
away from the men!

Hon, 3. TAYLOR: I had nothing to do
with the matter at Kalgoorlie at «ll.

The Premier: You were not man enough.
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Hon., G. TAYLOR: When I read that re-
port in the “Worker,” I thought it was
anthentic.

The Minister for Mines: There is noth-
ing wrong with the “Worker.”

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There is nothing
wrong with anything as far as the men are
concerned. They put up a pretty good stunt
and got what they wanted.

Mr. Panton: They have had to do that
all their lives.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Seaddan Act
was more reasonable in that it contained a
provision that these men were to be paid
the ruling rate of wages in the distriet in
which they had worked. The Minister car-
ried out that provision by way of regula-
tion, but now the (Government have can-
celled that,

The Minister for Mines: It was never
in the Seaddan Act. Under that Aet the
Government could give a man a job and

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is a different
point. The Scaddan Aet worked an injus-
tice in that respect. According to my inter-
pretation of the Act, it meant that unce the
Government found a position for a man the
obligation upon the Government ceased.
However, the present Minister intrnduced a
Bill to overcome that diffieulty.

Mr. Davy: Yes, by altering the word
“until” to “unless.”

The Minister for Mines: And our legal
adviser says that served the purpose, for
it continued the obligation cast upon the
Government.

Hon. ¢ TAYLOR: 1f is to be hoped
that it will overcome the difficulty.

The Minister for Mines: Tt does do so,
and the men get the full raie of wages.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the (Government
cannot find work for the man, they pay him
wages.

The Minister for Mines:
sition.

'Hon. G. TATLOR: Tnder the Scaddan
Act once the Government found a man a
job, that was the end of it. Of eourse, no
Government would cease to earry out their
obligations if a man was unable to work.

Mr. Panton: The doctor would decide
that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes, I see no objee-
tion to that.

The Minister for Mines: No provision
for the dependants of a man who econld not
work was made in the Scaddan Aect.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, there was.
Full pavment was provided.

That is the po-
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Hon, G, TAYLOR: 1 have taken this
opportunity to put the Minister right re-
garding what I said on the platform. Each
year it becomes more depressing than ever to
discuss the Mines Estimates. In past years
we produced as much as one million
ounces of gold in this State, During the
last few years the returns have been as fol-
lows:—1923, 504,512 ozs.; 1924, 485,035
ozs.; 1925, 441,252 ozs.; for the first six
months of this year, 213,000 ozs. Unless we
pull up during the next six months, the gold
production will be less than that of any pre-
vious year. The dilliculty is to find some
way of resuscitating our gold produetion.
I am doubtful whether the technical com-
mittee appointed by the Minister will avail
much, any more than the appointment of
Mr. Kingsley Thomas as a Royal Commis-
sioner had much result. At the time it
was considered a wise move to secure the
services of a man such as Mr. Kingsley
Thomas, After a few years we find that,
so far as I am aware, the State has not
benefited at all. Of course some mines have
closed down since his report.

The Premier: The question.is one resting
with the mining companies. We cannot
force the companies to take action.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1t is useless provid-
ing money for expenditure in these varions
directions if we are to get nothing out of it

The Premier: All we can do is to point
out what may be done.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: It is merely a waste
of money to point the way out fo people
who will not aet. I would be with the Pre-
mier if he were to introduee legislation to
compel the companies to do what is neees-
sary.

The Premier: But we cannot compel them.

The Minister for Mines: What do you
suggest we should do?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The dividends paid by
the Golden Horseshoe mine from the 27 acres
comprising their lease would be sufficient
to pay for all the obligations under the
Miners' Phthisis Aet, good wages and so
on, and then leave a large sum for divi-
dends to be distributed among the share-
bolders. We know that last year £35,000
was paid by the mine in dividends and
yet no developmental work was done at all.
Usually £25,000 or £35,000 was spent in
developmental work, but that ceased and
the dividends were paid. Then the com-
pany went to the Government for £50,000
to enable operations to be continued. The
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Government gave that money, but the life
of the mine was prolonged ouly so long as
the money lasted. I do not know if the
step taken on that oceasion was wise. Of
course no onc dreamt that when the money
became exhausted the mine would eclose
down. 1t was thought that the expenditure
of the money would place the mine in suel
a position that years would be added to its
life. Unfortunately that Jdid not happen.
As to what may be expeected from technieal
eommitters and Royal Commissions, we
know that over a period of 27 vears two or
three Royal Commissions inquired into mat-
ters relating to Collie eoal, and vet we are
not much further advanced.

Mr. Thomson: Oh, yes; they are not
opening any mMore mines now,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Perhaps they have
become conservative and have got a pretty
good grip upon the industry. 1 do mot
know whether any greater effect will be
seen in the gold mining industry. It is
patent to most of us that mining will con-
tinue to languish until the industry is al-
most out of existence. A sum of £160,000
is available for the mining industry out of
the Commonwealth grant. In the past we
have beun assisting prospectors by sending
parties out to look for gold. The result of
this work has been that we have not sue-
eeeded in any of our ventures, in comparison
with the money expended.

The Minister for Mines: Oh yes, we have
got more back than was advanced.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : If the Minister would
give consideration {o some of the mines
that have lLeen closed down, he could pro-
vide £10,000 or £20,000 in properly testing
a known line of rcefs. I do not drvaw atten-
tion to this particular mine because it hap-
pens to he in my constituenecy, buat the facl
is well known that the Beria line of lode
contains ore sufficient for two years’ work-
ing. Owing to the plant being unsuitable
and the issuing of the big Buornside award
that inereased the wages of the men 3s. or
4s. a day, operations wereg suspended.

Mr., Sleeman: You would not call that
a bhig award.

Hon. (3. TAYLOR : It was in those days.
The men should bave got that 20 years be-
fore.

Mr. Heron: Those in charge had made
provision for elosing down 214 months he-
fore the award was issued.

Hon. (. TAYLOR. I do not think so,
but T will not contradict the hon. member.

[ASSEMELY.]

I was there, but I did not hear anything
about that. The fact remains that the mine
closed down. 1t would take a lot to unwater
the mine, but stili if a boring plant weie
provided fo test the mine I believe much
good would result.

The Minister for Mine:: Did you ever
make that suggestion to Mr. Seaddan when
be was Minister for Mines%

Hon. G. TAYLOR: | discussed it with
him.

The Mmister for Mines: Where will 1 find
evidence of it on the files?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 do not know. I
spoke to him about it on many occasions,
but T did not speak during the debates on
the Mines Estimales, [ was in the Chair
at that time.

The Minister for Mines:
speak to b abount it?

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Yes, lots of times.
The Government should test that line of
reef down o a depth of 200 or 300 feet in
an endeavour to locate the payable ore at
depth, In view of the fact that two years
ore is in sight, 1 believe it wonld be & pay-
able propesition, particnlarly if the oil flota-
tion process that is spoken of so enthusias-
f.cally on the goldfields, proves suceessful.
The work would be carried out much more
cheaply than under old conditions. The
machinery on the mine has all disappeared
and the place itself is deserted. I do not
think much good will come of sending pros-
pectors out as formerly, for all the known
places bave been scratched about in the
ordinary way hy prospectors in the past.
On the other hand, where a reef is living,
although the ove may be refractory, is the
place where prospeeting should be carried
out. I helieve the old Cosmopolitan mine
would be worth giving a trial.

The Premicr: Give us a few more of the
old ones.

Mr. Marshall: The Cosmopolitan and the
Altona leases have remarkably fine ebances
of good developments. T know, becauwse 1
have worked on them.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Valvable crushings
have heen taken from these mines since the
hon, member was working there. It iz
hopeless for prospectors to go into
such mines. The Government could bore
with the objeet of losating the reefs and
charge np the cost to any company taking
over the mine. That would he a safe and
sound propoesition,

But you did
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The Minister for Mines: When d¢id you
wake up to this proposition$

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is only when we
are in distress that we lock around for mew
avenues for work,

The Minister for Minres: Why did you
not suggest this to Mr. Readdan?

Hon. G, TAYLOR: We are noi going to
advance merely by the appointment of
teehnical committees and of Royal Commis-
sioners such as Mr. Kingsley Thomas, spend-
ing money, only to find, as the Premier says,
that the companies will not act on the ad-
vice,

The Minister for Mines: Why did not
yoar Government take action?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T am not saying any-
thing about my Governtent. T am dealing
with thé niining industry as it is to-day and
it behoves every hon. mewmber to do what he
ean towards reviving it, and not palm it off
with committees to do this and that. Dribs
and drabs of money will not do it. The
Minister ‘ought to know {hat. :

The Minister for Mines: T know vou have
not an idea in your head ‘

Hon. ¢. TAYLOR: T should like to put
my knowledge of mining against that of
the Minister.

The Minister for Mines: Why did not
your Government do all this?

Houn. G. TAYLOR: Well, for five or six
years 1 sat behind a previous Labour Gov-
ernment, which did not do too much. The
present Premier was Minister for Mines at
that fime. However, it is not what is past,
but what we are to do in the future. If
only the Minister for Mines would act on
some of the advice he gets from men of
knowledge, and not contizme to waste money,
it would be an improvement.

The Minister for Mines: Tell me some of
the advice T get,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: [ find from the Esti-
mates that the Minister proposes to bring
in some overseas experi as State Mining
Engineer at £1,500 per annam to do the
work of men now drawing £3,500 per an-
num; men, some of them, with 25 yeary
experience of the Western Australian gold-
fields. T suppose we shall get somwe over-
seas man whollv unaccustomed to Western
Australian mining, as Mr. Kingsley
Thomas was, and he will have to learn
the snbject, practically from the begin-
ning. There are also on the Estimates
jtems totalling £3,000 odd for lecturers.
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What arve they to do? I suppose they will
give value, but our gold yield is declining
all the time. Having regard to the money
we are spending to keep up that yield, one
methods must be pretiy bad.

Mr. Panton: There iz too mueh dirt
mixed np with the golid

Hon. G, TAYLOR: 1 admit that some of
onr valaable lodes are very erratic and so
cannot be economically worked. The Min-
ister referred to Collie coal. Here 1s an
alarming paragrapb that appeared in the
‘"West Australian” yesterday—

Collie Conl. Government Supplies. Confer-
ence on Wednesday. Collie, October 30, Dur-
ing the past few days thaere has been apparent
a fecling of unrest ameongst the officials and
members of the Collie Miners’ Union, due to
the delay iu the finalisation of the allocation
of the Government coul contracts. The pre-
vieus countracts expired at the end of Septem-
ber, after running toe a period of three years;
and competitive tenders were ealled by the
Government for future supplies returnable
carly in Qe¢tober. In certain quarters strong
exception was tanken to this method, and it is
significant that no tenders were received. Sinca
that time the officials of the Miners’ Union
have been awniting notifieation of a confer-
ence to finalise the allecation for the ensuing
period; and in the interim members have be
coriie somewhat restless. There was indeed a
likelihood of a complete cessation of work on
the mines if some definite move were not made,
and it has been learned from an authoritative
sourec that something in the nature of an ulti-
matum was issued to that eifect. The possi-
bility of industrial trouble has, however, been
averted, by the authorities having given an
wndertaking to finalise the allocation of the
orders by the usual procedure of holding a eon-
ference of the parties eoncerned in Perth om
Wednesday mext. Tt i3 estated that finality
will be definitely reached on that day. The
parties to the conference will be the Commis-
sioner of Railways and representatives of the
Miners and Railway Unions and the State Ex-
ceutive of the AL.P.

The Minister for Mires: What has that
to do with the Mining Fstimates?

Hlon. &, TAYLOR: The Minister re-
ferred at some length ‘o our coal mines.
This is a report about the coal field.

The Premier: No, about a railway con-
tract. It would be more in order on the
Railway Estimates.

Hon. G. TAVLOR: T should like to know
whether there is any truth in the statement
that the aothorities cave a definite assor-
ance of n conference.

The Minister for Mines: On a point of
order. The hon. member i3 plainly wasting
time. What has this to do with the Mining
Estimates?
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The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will not pursue this any further, for
it i3 bordering on the irrelevant.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Minister, when
speaking, had latitude to deal at great
length with members of another place. IF
there was any pessibility of vilifying those
members, it was well accomplished by the
Minister. That, at any rate, had nothing to
do with the Estimates, The Minister was
simply trying to defend the attitnde of the
Government against men who were not here
to defend themselves.

The Minister tor Mines: They had at-
tacked the adminisiration of my depart-
ment, and I defended it.

Hon. . TAYLOR: When a member oun
this side makes any comment, the Minister
rises to a peint of order. I was only asking
whether there is any truth in that news-
paper report. It is appalling to think that
the Government cannot transaet their busi-
ness without calling in railway employees,
or the Trades and Labour Council, or the
ALP,

My. Panton: The same thing occurred
when Mr, Scaddan was Premier,

The Premier: But of course that was bad
government.

Hon. . TAYLOR: Yes, and I hope the
Premier will not follow the bad lead set up
by bis predeessser. I do not know whether
Mr. Scadden called in the A.L.P. and the
miners’ union to help him.

Mr. Panton: He did, and I was chairman
of the conference.

'Hon. G. TAYLOR.: Very well, but cer-
tainly it was & had lead for the Premier to
follow.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [9.25]:
JTha Minister gave a resume of the whole
administration of his department. I regret
that he rather spoilt a good speech by in-
troducing political propaganda. He at-
tacked members of another place, who could
not be here to reply to his statements. He
aceused them of making political capital out
of the snfferings of the afflicted miners. T
object to any section of political thought
making capital out of the sufferings of un-
fortunate men. When Mr. Scaddan intro-
duced his Bill it was regarded as the most
advanced legislation of its kind in the world.
I did not then realise that so many were
soffering from oecupational diseases. Bat
large numbers of men who by ill health
were forced out of the mines some years ago
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are not deriving any benefit whatever from
the esisting legislation. Only last week 1
spoke to one of those men in my own dis-
triect, He is not able to follow his avoeation,
yet he is not receiving any financial assist-
ance at all.

The Minister for Mines: Who is to blame
for that?

Mr. THOMSON: 1 am not blaming any-
ong, but L say that although in 1911 the
Government were not suceessful with certain
legislation, 1 do not remember that they en-
deavoured to .get the very prevision for
which the Minister is now claiming so much
jeredit. We have other Acts of Parliament
Jjust as stringent upon those who, unfortu-
nately, are suffering from tuberculesis, yet
no recompenss is made to them. The Shops
and Factories Act contains a provision that
persons suffering trom tuberculosis shall not
be employed by bakers’ or butchers’ shops,
or in any place where foodsituffs are
handled. When Ministers take so much
eredit for having safeguarded the interests
of one section, it seems to me they have been
remiss in other particulars. So do not let
us make political eapital out of the suffer-
ings of unfortunate people. Dealing with
the Workers’ Compensation Act as it ap-
plies to the industry, I have been informed
that it has meant an average costt of 10s.
per employee per week.

The Minister for Mines:
year! :

The Premier: The cost is £4 10s. per cent.

Mr. THOMSON: What is the average
wage of the miner, about £6 per week?

The Minister for Mines: No,

Mr. Panton: 1 wish it was.

Mr. Marshall: You have a great ides of
Lthe wages paid.

Mr. THOMSON: I am merely repeating
a statement made to me by a man engaged
in mining. He estimated that it wonld cost
his mine approximately 10s. per man per
waek.

The Premier: He must have deliberately
misled you, besanse it could not be so mueh.

Mr. THOMSON: The manager of the
Sons of Gwalin Mine stated that the in-
crensed cost there wounld be approximately
£6,000 per vear. The Minister pointed out
that the tariff duties imposed by the Federal
Government are pressing heavily on the
gold-mining industry. I agree with him, The
compensation to afflieted miners under the
Miners’ Phthisis Act should be a charge on

What, £26 a
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the revenue of the State. A statement to
that effect was read by the Minister to-night.

The Minister for Mines: But it was nof
my statement.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister read a
statement to that effect, and 1 agree with it.
The State as a whole has benefited from the
industry. There is no gainsaying that it

was gold-mining that brought Western Aus-
" tralia to the fore, and placed her on the
high road to prosperity. I shall not at-
tempt to condone the neglect of the big
mining eompanies for not having made pro-
vision for the men in the days of prosperity.
They were out to get the best possible re-
turn for their shareholders.

The Minister for Mines: Provision should
have been made in those days.

Mr. THOMSON: The previous Labour
Government had an equal opportunily. The
Minister has shown that the industry is lan-
guishing, It has to bear high imposts un-
der the Federal tariff which have contributed
to the inecreased costs of production. Con-
sequently gold mining is not in the position
of other industries. It is not in the happy
.position of the coal industry which has only
one customer. If we may judge from the
statement referred to, the people engaged
in the coal industry are in a position to say
to the Government, “That is what you are
going to pay for your coal.”

My, Sleeman: How do you arrive at the
conciusion that there is only one customer?

Mr. THOMSON: The gold-mining indus-
try is not in that fortunate position. The
miners who have contracted disease are
entitled to compensation, which should be
paid from Consolidated Revenuve. It should
not he a tax upon an industry that is al-
ready overburdened. I cntirely approve of
portion of the Federal grant to the amount
of £165,924 being reserved to assist the min-
ing industry. I am pleased that the com-
mittee appointed by the Federal Govern-
ment to investigate the industry are visiting
Kalgoorlie, and I hope that as a result of
their inquiries they may be able to recow-
mend 2 seheme to benefit the industry mater-
jally. I am very much afraid that they are
faced with an almost insurmountable diffi-
enlty, beeanse the parlous condition of the
mining industry is largely due to the result
of the Federal tariff and other Federal im-
posts. Mining at best is a declining asset,
because the more a mine is worked the
more it is depleted. I was impressed by the
statement of the Minister that it will depend

. ing reduced.
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upun the companies engaged in the industry
woether the Government will be able to
grant the assistance they desire to give.
‘Lhe proposal to ereet a central power sta-
tion in order {o reduce costs is a step in the
right direction, but as was indicated by the
Premier by way of interjection, it will rest
with the companies whether that assistanee
is granted. 1 am sure every member of
lariiament is sineere in the desire to see
the industry resuscitated, and if anything
can be done to assist the induslry—ths
should be a matter above party—it will be
done. 1 have never heard any objection
raised in the House to any proposal to
assist mining, [ agree with the Alinisfer
that we should make full use of the scten-
titic burean of research brought into exist-
ence by the Federal Government. I hope
the burean will be able to bring forward a
scheme that will result in mining costs be-
I should like to know from
the Minister whether any section of the
Mines Department lays itself out to dis-
cover improved methods with a view to re-
ducing working eosts.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, the School
of Mines is doing so day after day. The
oil flotation proeess was the result of work
done there.

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

Mr. THOMSON: Reeently I had tha
pleasure of travelling in the {rain with a
visitor from India who suggested that a con-
piderable saving could be effected if the
stone was not erushed so finely and was
rossted. I believe that suggestion hLas been
brought under the notice of the WMinister.
Members might smile at it.

Mer. Marshall: A good practieal miner!

Mr. THOMSON: Many a suggestion that
has evoked laughier at the outset has ulti-
mately been adopted, and people have then
marvelled at its simplicity.

Mr. Heron: That man did not know much
about it.

Mr. THOMSON: I am merely asking
what the Mines Department have heen do-
ing.

Mr. Marshall: If vou told that to a metal-
lurgist, be would burst out langhing.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not pose as an ex-
pert on mining. Unless we have ore of
high grade, gold mining is not a paying
proposition. The member for Mt. Margaret
enumerated quite a number of mines that
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still contain n considerable quantity of ore.
I was in a distriet recently where I met a
number of old miners who maintained that
the mines of the districf contained plenty of
good ore, but that the cost of recovering it
was too high.

The Premier: 1 never knew a mining mau
who did not maintain that.

Mr. THOMSON: I sball not deal with
the whole ramifications of the industry, but
I wish to refer briefly to the Collie coal in-
dustry. I do not propose to discuss the
merits of an agreement that may or may
not be entered into by the Government for
the supply of Collie coal for the railways.
1f I did so, T should probably be ruled out
of order, but I do wish to raise my voice in
opposition to any agreement fhat will pre-
clude the development of coal fields in other
distriets. I counld read the statements made
by the Premier and the Minister for Rail-
ways when a certain agreement was being
made some time ago.

The Premier: And you can be sure that
nothing will be done contrary to that poliey,
either.

Mr. THOMSON: I am pleased to hear
that, becanse it seems ns if something very
Jike what happened recently may oceur
again. 1 strongly object to a three-years
contract that will prevent the development
of other coal mnines. A railway is to be
construeted from Boyup Brook to Cran-
brook. The Government have expended
about £8,000 on the work of boring
to prove the coalfields at Wilga. There
is a statement in to-nicht’s paper. 1 hold
no brief for the companies and am not
financially interested in any of them. T
would, however, like to sce some other coal-
field developed nearer to Albany than those
that have heen opened up. T am glad to
have the Premier's assurance that an agree-
ment will not be entered into similar to that
which was made a few vears ago. I am
particularly interested in the Albany har-
hour, becapse it is our port of shipment.
Tt is to onr interest as producers to see
that the port nearest to our distriet is
utilised to its fullest extent. Naturally, we
want coal supplies taken there. The bulk
of the coal that is bunkered in Albany
comes from Newcastle. [ want to see local
con] bunkered there if possible at a price
that will induce the shipping companies to
take it. From Collie to Bowelling is 33
miles, from Bowelling to Wagin is 63 miles,
and from Wagin to Alhany 138 miles, a
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total of 234 miles. ¥rom Boyup Brook to
Katanning is 84 miles and from Katanning
to Albany 116 miles, a total of 200 miles.
It a railway were consiructed from Boyup
Brook via Cranbrook to Albany the dis-
tance wounld be 165 miles, a considerable
saving in hawlage. If we take the shortest
route from Collie to Alhany, eoal will cost
175, 10d. per ton. If the Wilga coalfield
were developed, as T maintain it should be,
coal conld be railed at a saving of 2s. 9d.
per ton. This would mean that we would
supply not only a cousiderable proportion
of the railway system with Wilga coal at
a cheaper rate than that at which it ean be
supplied at Collie, bat it would mean the
opening up and develspment of another
coalfield. I note that a eonference will be
held between the Commissioner of Railways,
the representatives of the miners at Collie
and the railway union, and the State execu-
tive of the ALP. T do not know why the
miners, the railway union and the State
executive of the AL.P. sbould have fo con-
fer on a matter relating to coal supplies for
the railways. This is rather an amazing
Position.

The Premier: The swne kind of policy
was established eight or ten years ago.

Mr. THOMSON: I presume the confer-
enee will deal with the quality of coal, and
how much shall be taken from each of the
nines.

The Premier: The loeo men were then
refusing to handle some of the coal from
the mines and the miners were refusing to
work it, but somehow fhe parties were
hrought together.

Mr. THOMSON: T lLelieve the railways
use abont 80 per eent. of our coal. It is
rather depressing to read in the mining re-
port that this industry is not going ahead.
If we conld encourage the establishment of
coal mining at Wilga and in the Geraldton
distriet, a considerable saving would he
effected on the cost of fuel to the railways,
and in the cost of admini«tration. Tt would
also have an important hearing on the de-
velopment of the hunkering trade with over-
se  ships. The people of (Geraldton think
there is a great future before their port. Tf
we rould provide eoal suitable for bunkering
in that distriet, it would he greatly to the
intevests of the State. Naturally any local
ficld wonld secure some of the railway busi-
ness. I am sure memhers are anxious to
see every branch of oor 'nining industry go
ahead and hecome vnrosperous., Anvthing
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in the finaneial way thui is done to assist
these industries must be Tor the good of the
State.

[Mr. Lutey took the Chair.)

MR. CHESSON ({Cue) [9.50]: T do not
take the same pessimistic view of the min-
ing industry that other members have taken.
1 believe some big find wiil yet occur in the
State owing to the amount of prospecting
that is being done. The prospectors are
doing good work.  Promising fields have
heen opened up by these peonle throngh the
assistanee that has been rendered by the
"Mines Department on the recommendation
of the prospecting board. The Mt. Burnie
field is very promising. The prospectors
there receive carting subsidies from the
Government. The Glenely field was opened
np by prespertors who were first assisted
on the recommendation of the board. The
first party went out smue few years ago.
The opening up of the field is due to the
assistance that has hesn rendered by the
Government.

My, Lindsay: Those people had no as-
sistance from the Goverument.

Mr. CHESSON: The first people to go
ont there comprised a party despatched by
the prospecting board.

Mr. Lindsay: Did they find anything?

Mr. CHESSON: They were the first to
locate gold. One of the first parties to zo
ont to that distriet is srill there. The re-
ports that came in fellowing apon the dis-
coveries that were made led to other parties
going out. The board recommended assist-
ance to the extent of £519. Altogether 14
different parties were assisted in this way.
The first people to go ont were Hollow and
Heaton. Gold was first found in Western
Australia by prospectors who came from
the other States. Aecording to the report
of the department, a great deal of assist-
ance has been granted bv way of subsidies.
TWhen prospectors go out a long way from
a battery they must be helped in order to
get their ore to the battery. To this cnd
the department is relieving the prospectors
of a cost of 1s. a mile up to 30 miles,
and over that distance the amount is 25s.
This means that the men pay only for
the first five miles. A good deal has
been said about the oil flotation process
that has been tried in the Kalgoorlie dis-
triet. ‘The report of Messrs. 8. A. Winter
and D. H. Moore of the Kalgoorlie School
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of Mines should be read by every member.
This shows that before any big plant is put
np in a mine to work uader this process, the
first thing to be done is to ascertain the
kind of plant required. In the past the com-
panies did not find out beforehand whether
the ore was refractory or not. They erected
the plant first, and very often found it was
not the type required. Had they first ascer-
luined by means of a piloé plant the nature
of the ore to be dealt with, they would have
been saved mueh expense. The adoption
of the system of oil flotation means a great
reduction in the coneentrates. In the suol-
phide ore there is a fair amount of sulphur
which assists in the ronsting process, and
leaves less eoncentrates to treat. The mem-
ber for Katanning referred to some reraarks
made by a gentleman from India with regard
to treating ore that had not been crushed
to such a small extent as is usual. Everyone
with experience of mining knows that in the
infancy of mining there must be coarse
screens, and that a good portion of the gold
must be left in the residue. When the
evaniding process came in, the need for
grinding fine in order to get bigger results
was discovered. Tn sands there would natur-
ally be coarse zold which would get away.
and which could not be reeovered by evanid-
ing. The same remarks apply to roasting.
There would not be anvthing like the anount
of concentrates by roasting. An experienced
miner dves not take it too seriously when
course sereeps are mentioned. Now 1 wish
to mention one or two matters rclating o
my part of the State. The Cue district looks
promising. Around Lake Austin there are
some promising shows. Walker brothers are
getting some fine stone. Mecently they re-
covered 230 ounces from one patch. The
Moyagee proposition has opened up well,
and the same remark applies to shows at
Tuckabianna, where a lot of decent stone is
being got for the battery. The Mararoa
Company have heen granted a fair amount
of Government assistance. They received
£2,056, and have paid back £1114 15s. At
present they are paying 10 per cent. interest
on the amount of subsidy. Last month they
sent in another parecel, which would mean an
additional £200 or £230. They are getting
about £1,200 worth of gold per month, and
before long they should have repaid the fuli
amount of the subsidy. When they took
over the mine from the vendors for £5,000,
an amount of £800 was owing by the vendors
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to the Government. The present company
have paid off that amount, and bave done a
zood deal of prospecting and have loeated
waler. They have sunk a shaft about 140ft.,
and about two miles away have put up a
fairly big pumping plant and two storage
tanks to hold abont 52,000 gallons of water.
‘They have also a battery, and the main shaft
is 12ft. by 12ft. and well timbered. Three
are over 500ft. of drives connected by
winzes down o 180ft. The mine has heen
assayed at about every 2ft, and has given
an approximate value of 50s. This is one
of the best developed mines in the oxide
zone. It has gone only a few feet into the
sulphide. Taking into consideration the
amount of work that has been done, I am
greatly surprised that there has not been a
better response to the ealls made by the
eampany. The Government are prepared to
@o to the company's assistance and ereet an
up-to-date ireatment plant, as it is realised
that the present method of working cannot
be profitable to the sharcholders. A treat-
mevt plant is absolutely necessary in oraer
that everything may be done auntomatically.
The Government should subsidise the vom-
pany pound for pound. It seems to me that
in many instances shareholders prefer a mar-
keting proposition that can be boomed to
a proposition that has proved its worth.
The Government are now assisting the min-
ing industry by boring with diamond drills.
Far the life of me T cannot see what possible
chance there is of testing the whole of the
Murchison by means of one diamond drmll
The men on the drill will be as old as Meth-
uselah before they get to the other end of
that huge auriferons belt. To put one drill
on the Murchison is simply playing with
the business. I do not share the views of
the member for Mt. Margaret (Hon. G.
Tavlor) as to old mining propositions.
When the surface has been worked out and
the mine gets deeper, the people who aban-
don it do not as a rule leave much behind
them. In order to unwater snch a mine,
one has to pul up an expensive plant,
inclading a big winding engine or
pump. I would rather see money
spent in trying to open up new fields.
After all, a diamond drill makes a smal
hole only and tests but a limited srea, so
that it is easy to miss valaes. I wonld pre-
fer to see the diamond drilling dore on
shows that are being worked at present,
even though they are econtrolled by com-
panies. I wonld make the reservation that
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the mines must have long shoots of gold. If
that were done, it would demonstrate
wheiher the gold continued in the sulphide
zones, That is how the permanence of a
mine is ascertained. While returns may be
all right in the oxide zonmes, the life of a
mine depends upon the occurrences in the
sulphide zones. If a company is operating
genuinely, it should not be taboo when it
comes to a question of diamond drilling to
prove values at depth. If that were resorted
to, the contributing publie would be able to
size up the prospeets of a mine and they
would be encouraged to invest. At present
company promoters take an option, and the
prospector who makes the find does mnot
get any cash. Thus there is no indacement
for prospectors to go ahead, because they
get very little advantage and cannot float
the mine. )

Mr. Griffiths:
cork!

Mr. CHESSON: XNo. The prospecior
realises that he has to give away the biggest
share of the find, and has to reap his reward
in paid-up shares that will be tied up for
six or 12 months. The prospectors get their
shares on the market and make something
out of the concern, after which the proposi-
tion is handed back to the prospectors. At
that stage the prospector eannot make any
thing out of it at all. I realise that the
Government have given a great deal of as-
sistance to the mining indusiry and T am
glud that the Commonwealth grant of £160,-
(100 is to be devoled to further assisting the
industry. The establishment of one fown
in the goldfields will give the State a return
three-fold in many direetions. On the other
hand, if a mine closes down, there is atways
much difficalty in settling the men in agri-
eullural pursuits or in some other oceu-
pation. Most miners, after many vears on
the fields, are not in a position to shift for
themselves, and the Governmeni cannot be
expected to assist more than they are doing
at present. I am glad that the Government
have taken steps to provide for the men
suffering from tubereulosis. Whenever the
question has been discussed members on
each side of the House have advocated tak-
ing those men out of the mines. It is =
matter of indifference to me whether the
money paid to diseased miners, their wives
and dependants, is provided under an Aet
of Parliament or under regulations. The
point is that the money is being paid to
them. Tt is realised that in the past. when
the mines were paying hig dividends, no

They could not float a
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provision was made to safegunard the inter-
ests of the miners who would suffer from oc-
cupational diseases. Now it is left for the
State to assume the responsibility. When
the Royal Comuniission, pnesided over by
Dr. Compston, took evidence, I was asked
what provision should be made. In the
course of my evidence I advoeated a royalty
on gold, If a shilling an ounce bad been
collected and placed in a fund, ample pro-
vision would have been made for the men
stiicken down in the industry. If u miner
is taken from a shallow mine to a deep
mine, the transfer can have one end only.
That has been proved by the history of deep
mining in Vietoria and elsewhere. As no
provision was made in years past, we now
have to meet the obligation ourselves. Qther
matters I desire to refer to I shall deal with
on the items.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [10.18]: 1
offer my congratulations to the Government
for having at long last given some measure
of relief to the unfortunate men who have
been stricken down in the mining industry.
I am glad to koow, irrespective of whether
the lawyers say it is legal or illegal, that the
Job has been done. While members may dis-
agree as to the method adopted, they are
all agreed upon the vital point thut some-
thing had to be done for the men.

Mr. Griffilhs: The prineiple was sl
right.
Mr. CORBOY: Yes, and the Govern-

ment are deserving of congratulation for
takinz courage and attending to the matter
without worrying about the legality or il-
legality of their action.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Of course they
had the Act for some time.

Mr. CORBOY: That is so. In my elee-
torate we ave fortunate beeause lhe mines
so far have not invelved work af great
depths, and we are practically free from
tnberculosis or miners’ phthisis.

Mr. Davy: 1t gets wet as soon as you
go down there.

Mr. CORBOY: In most parts of the field
that is true. The member for Mt. Margaret
(Hon. (1. Tavior) remarked that we had
achieved nothing by the importation of Mr.
Kingsley Thomas to report on the mining
industry. TPerhaps no practical resnlts were
achieved, but that is not the faunlt of the
(Government, who were most generous in
their offers to those in the mining industry,
particularly ai Kalgoorlic and Boulder, to
do somsthing to put the industry on a better

1843

footing. We lhave proof that mining can
be carried on much more economicaily than
it is in most of our fields. In my electorate,
on a little mine 29 miles from the raiiway,
where every stick of fracteur, every parcel
of mining stores and requirements has to
be carted 29 miles by motor lorry in addi-
tion to the railway ecarringe, the costs of
treatment have never been higher than 14s,
per ton. That is rendered possible by the
fact that when the company started operat-
ing three years ago they put in an up-to-
date plant that enables them to treat their
ore on the most economical basis. In com-
sequence they are showing a good profit
on ore averaging less than 8 dwts. per ton.
Whilst that mine is not nearly so big as ar2
the principal mines at Bonlder, it will he
admitted that it affords a most valuahle
object lesson. Incidentaily, that company
has always been generous to its cuployees,
the wages paid being considerably higher
than the wages on the Golden Mile. T1f the
mining companies wounld but show a willing-
ness to help themselves, mueh good might
yet come of Mr. Kingsley Thomas’s report.
Certainly we should have had practieal re-
sults from his visit had some of his recom-
mendations been given effect to by the com-
panies, and full advantage taken of the
offers of assistance by the Government. The
Minister, when introducing his Estimales,
said he regretted he could not speak so op-
simistically as the Minister for Lands had
done when introducing the Estimates of
the Lands Department. Just the same, in
the northern portion of the Yilgarn dis-
trict gold mining is in a better position to-
day than it has been at any time since the
outbreak of the war. Wot only are old
mines, for long shut down, producing, but
mines that have been producing continuo-
ously are still earrying on with good pros-
bects, and new discoveries are being made.
The produetion of gold throughout the dis-
trict is inereasing. So in at least one dis-
triet gold mining is healthier than it was a
few years ago. There are in the distriel
a numher of well-known producers. The
Radio is still crushing 4 oz. and 5 oz. stone,
and looks likely to go on doing so. It has
been doing that for the past six years, and
on its latest developments it is likely to con-
tinue doing so for the next six years. The
old Bullfinch, as members know, was closed
down five years age. The mine was taken
over by the Government and the property
made available to ‘prospectors.  Several



1844

parties are working leases out there now,
and some of them are getting good crush-
ings, up to Jozs. per ton. The developments
at the new find, Glenelg Hills, are very
promising. A trinl erushing from Hollow's
FKind returned nearly ¢ ozs. to the ton. The
parcel consisted of 25 tons of stone, broken
over a fairly wide aren. The bulk of it
was from two places 250ft. apart at op-
posite ends of the formation. The whole
crushing returned nearly 9 ozs. to ihe ton,
the gold being worth £4 per oz. That is
a very fine result indeed. There is every
chance of getting at least three good mines
in that field, mines that will give excellent
results and employ a large number of men.
One trouble at Hollow's Find is the lack of
communication. Requests have been made
to the Minister for the breaking of two
roads or tracks, one to Polson’s Battery to
enable them to get their ore crushed much
more cheaply than is possible at present.
To-day the ore has to be earted to Narom-
been, thence to Merredin and thence to Cool-
gardie, a total distance of 60 miles. Alter-
patively, it ean be taken by rail to Burra-
coppin and thence to Coeolgardie, a distance
of 53 miles. The required track can be put
through for £200. 8o far the work has
not been begun. L do not even know whether
it bas been approved, for the last the Min-
ister told me was that, owing to some little
diffieulty with another department, the mat-
ter has not yet been concluded. I hope the
Minister will find it possible to have that
track cut through to Polson’s Battery. Of
course, il the fleld continues to develop as
it promises to do, there will soon he a pri-
vate batiery on the field itself.

My, Griffiths:
through up there.

Mr. CORBOY: One of the only two ex-
isting tracks into the locality leads to the
place the hon. member wants to reach; but it
involves a hanlage of approximately G0 miles.
Carting to the battery in the Yilgarn field
would involve a distance of only 33 miles,
or one-half of the distanec necessary to eart
fo the hattery in the Avon electorafe. Tt
wonld be wrong to require those men to
eart 60 miles when it is possible for them
to reach a battery by carvling 30 miles. The
same thing applies to carting through
Narembeen; they have 40 miles to cart fo
reach the railway and then there is railage
from Narembeen to Conlgardie. Tf trial
erushings are taken out the Minister will
be ealled upon to spend in subsidy on rail-

I also want a track put
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age to Coolgardie as mueh as it would cost
to cut the track through to Polson’s. The
other route was the direct track to Soothern
Cross. The people who have been on the
field for years do the whole of their basiness
at Southern Cross and they desire to have
aceess to that town. Thbe business people
with whom they have beer dealing have put
up in hard cash one-half of the cost of
clearing the track and have offered that
money to the Government if the Govern-

jment will find the balance—about £75. I

jope that matter will also be finalised, be-
caunse I think the trial crushing that has
already gone through justifies the opinion
that the field bolds sufficient promise for
giving it all possible facilities. The work
done to open up that country will be bene-
ficial to people who decire to look at the
land for agricultural purposes. Any agri-
cultural member who hay visited the field
must have been struck by the magnificent
salmon gnm and gimlet forest in which it
stands. The country certainly offers great
possibilities from an agrieultural point of
view, so that any roads or other faeilities
provided will be valualde in the years to
come, apart altogether from mining. Oune
other matter I wish fo yefer to is the hug-
bear of the Ravensthorpe smelters. Nego-
tiations have been proceeding during the
last fortnight between th- parties interested,
the Minister and myself, with a view to
arriving at a solution of this very knotty
trouble. I do not wish t1 discuss the merits
of the case, but I do wish to appeal to the
Minister and to the Government to finalise
this matter one way or the other as earlv
as poszible. Whether the Government ad-
here to the decision of the High Conrt or
decide to depart from it, T want them to
come to a deeision early so that there will
he time prior to Christmas to pay out the
money to the people who have waited for
it so lonz. Within the last fortnight I
have visited Ravensthorpe and I give the
Minister my word that many people therve,
waiting for money due to them under this
ease, are in great diffienlty. The Govern-
ment should come to an early decision, and
irrespective of whether the elaimants in the
case accept the money or not, thev should
pay the other people to whom the money is
due. MeNeil, Bernales and Dunstan are not
the only people involved in this case. There
are many people in great financial diffienlty
and thev are entitled to some consideration
now. Tt is wrong to permit the case to he
held up any longer.
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MR. LAMBERT (Coolzardie) [10.36]:
I was intcrested in the lucid explanation
that the Minister gave of the activities of
the Mines Deparfment and the operations
of mining generally duaring the past year.
Although a glowing picture eamnot be
painted of the gold-mining industry, it is
pleasing to know thaf many officers of the
Mines Depariment arve just as enthusiastic
and helpful as ever in assisting the men
engaged in the industry. Y do not wish to
speak at any length to-night beeamse T have
dealt with this industry so often during the
last deeade. The member for Mt, Margaret
(Hon. G. Tavlor} seemed to discount the
value of the services rendered hy the gen-
tlemen who from time to time have advised
the Government on the gold-mining in-
dustry. It is true that, from the appoint-
ment of Commissioner Kingsley Thomas,
we have so far received no direct gain. Any
Commissioner, however, could merely indi-
cate broadly the general lines on which the
Government should proceed when expending
public funds. If he did that to the satfis-
faction of the Government, it would he all
he was called upon to do. T do not think
it was ever contemplated that the mere
ealling in of an expert would in a general
way give any fillip to gold mining.  The
Government were justified in obtaining an
expert to advise them on hroad lines
whether it was wise to continue to assist iche
industry or to conserve the public funds.
Large sums of money have been spent by
all Governments in a genuine endeavonr to
assist the industry, but it is not right to
continne such expenditure if it can be
shown that we are proceeding on wvong
lines. To that extent the Government were
justified in seeking expert opinion as to
how the money could ‘he profitably em-
ployed. We can hope for something from
the visit of the committee appointed by the
Commonwealth Government. The members
of the committee are men of hizh mining
and engineering attainments. who know the
difficulties of mining, understand the risks,
appreeiate the present position of the
industry and its economie relation to other
industries, and should be seized with the
factors that are depressing the industry,
among which is the heavy indirect faxation
consequent on the policy of proteetion.
That applies to all primary production in
Ausiralia. Tt is the deliberate intention
of Australia to sacrifice primary produe-
tion at the altar of other bolstered-up in-
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dustries in Australia. We, who represent
the primary industries of Awustralia, must
aceept the inevitable and allow them to
languish and die. Whether a saner view
will be taken and a different policy
adopted, only time will reveal. I agree
with the member for Mt, Margaret inas-
mueh as | think we have much to gain by
retracing our footsteps, and pondering on
the question whether all the gold along the
hetter known lines of reefs in Western
Australia has been won. T am not satisfied
that it has, It is quite conceivable that in
the better known auriferous belts, that
have only been exploited to comparatively
shallow depths, much wealth remains to be
taken ount. Whether that is safficiently
attractive to indoce men to invest their
money under present economie conditions
I cannot say. Jf some of these problems
were tackled, and prospecting were earried
out at depth, we might be able to make
more out of the gold mining industry. That
is not saying anything about the good work
that has been carried out by those prospee.
tors who have been assisted by the Mines
Department. Those men are secouring por-
tions of the State, Although there have
not heen any spectacular finds as the re-
sult of their work, there are many men
ont who are getting a little gold and doing
a lot of useful prospecting. The latest find
at Glenelg Hills is direetly attribuntable to
Government assistance. The member for
Mt. Margaret questioned an item on the
Estimates of £3,000 for lecturers. In eon-
nection with the mining industry, it is
much easier to lecture than it is to do any-
thing to assist it. As the member for Yil-
garn says, the Minister for Mines has not
the same cheerful tale to tell as the Min-
ister for Lands. 1t is comparatively easy
for the Lands Department to hand ount
slabs of territory in thousand-acre blocks,
and to find the money for their develop-
ment. It is the policy of the country to
sacrifice every industry to the wheat pro-
ducer. We know the favoured rates he
cets on his super and wheat.

Mr. Lindsay: The wheat makes the rail-
ways pay.

Mr, LAMBERT: It is easier for the Min-
ister for Lands to do this, and to supply
the farmers with water, electricity and
every conceivable Governmental service,
than it is fe open up the mining industry.
A man pays £1 an acre every year in the

mining industry but never receives the
freehold.
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Mr., Sampson: The mining industry re-
ceives a lot of assistance,

Mr. LAMBERT: I am referring to the
comparative futility of trying to assist
mining, as compared with the results ob-
tainable in the case of our lands. 1t is to
be hoped that the Federal Government,
knowing the economic disadvantages of
mining in Western Australia, will serve
some useful porpose by devoting a portion
of the 61 million pounds they have
budgeted for to assisting the industry.

Hon. Sir James DMitchell : It is 40
millions.

Mr. LAMBERT : They have budgeted
for 61 millions. If it is only 40 millions,
and the policy that is apparently dictated
by the people of Australia presses ad-
versely upon primary prodnction, some
attention is due to the development of the
mineral wealth of this State. The gold
mining industry is affected more than any
other, but many of our minerals have not
received the attention they deserve. We
have all the minerals that go to build up
the key industries of a nation. I was glad
to hear the Minister's remarks councerning
Messrs. Hoskins & Coy., who are laying
down a big steel plant at Kembla at the
cost of twe million pounds, and who are
interesting themselves in our iron deposits
in the North-West. There are iron deposits
other than these in the State.

Mr. Griffiths: But those are close to the
seaboard.

Mr. LAMBERT: There are geographical
disadvantages which do not appertain to
other valnable iron deposits that we have.
In the Yilgarn distriet and near Geraldton
there are several iron deposits of value.
We have chrome ore, manganese, molyb-
denife, gypsum, clays, magnesite, felspar,
scheelite, and almost cvery metallic and
non-metallic mineral that goes to make a
eountry great and bunild up big industries
within it, and that have contributed more
to the upbuilding of Great Britain than
the handing out of slabs of territory about
which people plume themselves so much.
I treat with all due respeet those who see
great growth and great prosperity in the
giving away of the people’s freehold, but
the great faet to be hammered home to the
men responsible for the development of
Western Australia is that we can develop
just as easily, and on sound economie lines,
gsome of the industries essential to Western
Australia and the Commoanwealth, and es-
sential particularly to workless Australian
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boys and girls whose future is overshadowed
by our desire to bring in countless hordes
tfrom other parts of the world. It is well
enough to have a poliey of promiseuous im-
migration, becavse there is sufficient mineral
wealth in this country, if only that wealth
is exploited, fo give employment to all the
boys and girls who are now walking about
the streets of Perth.

Mr. Sampson: The number of appren-
tices is too limited.

Mr. LAMBERT: The faci is that most
of our manufacturing and trade and com-
merce goes back to the minerals which we
are not utilising to-day. Thousands of
pounds have been spent by the Mines De-
partment on testing them, they have been
veported on by chemical authorities, and
bulletins have been ¢hurned out on the sub-
ject of their utilisation; but what bas actu-
ally been accomplished? The Leader of the
Opposition smiles and says it is easier to
develop the lands of Western Australia.
The early Romans were developing lands.

The Premier: Tt goes back a long way
turther than that.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Maoris were grow-
ing cereals before ever a white man came
to New Zealand. There is no need to pay
a collossal tribufe to the man who promis-
cuously hands out land, though I like to see
the broad aeres of Western Ausiralia being
developed. Side by side with the policy of
fand development there should be a policy
of opening up our latent mineral wealth. It
would be sound policy for the Government
w say Hosking and Co., “We will give you
the most” favourable terms to come here
and work our iron deposits.”

Mr. Lindsay: What about trying a new
Government?

The Premier: A horrible snggestion.

Mr. LAMBERT: I think it bad enough
to be speaking at this late hour without
taking up so volecanic a suggestion. Mem-
bers generally agree that if the people of
Western Auwstralia cannot realise the great
latent wealth in their minerals, efforts shonld
oe made to bring about that realisation else-
where. We all take pride in our immigra-
tion policy, but I take more pride in find-
ing employment for one bright Australian
boy than in weleoming ten migrants.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
born here yourself.

Mr. LAMBERT: I was born as near
to Western Australia as I possibly could
be, Our first duty is to be honest to our-

You were not
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selves and to the people we represent. Un-
less we point the way towards opening up
new avenues of industry, espeecially through
our latent mineral resources, we are not
doing our duty by this country and by its
boys and girls, whom existing conditions
force to join the great army of unskilled
labour.

Progress reported,

House adjourned at 10.58 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, 3rd November, 1926,

————
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINERS’ PHTHISIS
EXAMINATIONS.

East Coolgardie Foldfield.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Chief
Secretary: Hag Dr. Mitehell examined every
man on the East Coolzardie goldfields who
has been precluded under the Miners'
Phthisis Aect for tubercular reasens from
forther mining work, with a view to aseer-
feining whether he is unable to do any
work?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Yes.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to the Traffie Aect
Amendment Bill.

[66]

1547

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Coal Mines Regulation Aet Amend-
ment.

2, Weights and Measures Act Amend-
ment,

Refurned to the Assembly with amend.
ments.

BILL—JETTIES.
Report of Committee adopted.

.

BILL—STATE INSURANCE.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
|4.40]: Whatever mnay be the result of the
discussion on the seeond reading of the Bill,
I feel sure the debate will reveal the faet
that gvery member of the House is abpxious
to see that miners, who have unfovtunately
become infected with one or other form of
miners’ diseases will be rightly and fully
compensated. 1 am desirons of assuring
that something shall be done in that diree.
tion. I bhave always recognised that there
is an obligation devolving upon the State
to see, whatever the lLability may be, that
such men are treated in an adequate fashion.
The whole question resolves itself into one
regarding the method by which the neces-
sary compensation shall be provided. One
member may sugeest one method, and an-
other put forward a varying method. The
Government have adopted a eertain method
that does not commend itself to me. Other
suggestions have been made which, I am
sure, will receive full consideration on the
part of hon. members. Previous speakers
have set ont at length the steps that led to
the preseni situation. No one can consider
those facts without coming to the conclusion
that a very important principle is at stake.
In reviewing the facts we find that the Gov-
ernment, without legistative authority and in
violation of the recognised practice regard-
ing expenditare of money from Consoli-
dated Revenne, embarked upen a husiness
involving heavy misks. The Governmenl
now seek endorsement of their illegal act.
If we as a House approve of the Bill, we
shall establish a very dangerous precedent.
If we were to adopt the eourse proposed by
the Government, it would mean that all that



